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THE ROMANCE OF WORDS
Lee KUtough."I have been Miss Georgia six nights a week for the last four years, with matinees on Sunday and.'Til certainly try it," Barry
promised. "But how do I get to be a member?".Astronaut Corps. But she had borne him no personal malice, and now found herself beginning to
like him.."What's his room? I'd like to talk to him.".At least a thousand hired kids are there setting up chairs in the arena this morning, but it's still
hard to feel I'm not alone. The dome is that big. Voices get lost here. Even thoughts echo..Yon are watching an old movie, Bob and Ted and Carol
and Alice. The humor seems infantile and unimaginative to you; you are not interested in the actresses' occasional seminudity. What strikes you as
hilarious is the coyness, the sidelong glances, smiles, grimaces hinting at things that will never be shown on the screen. You realize that these
people have never seen anyone but then* most intimate friends without clothing, have never seen any adult shit or piss, and would be embarrassed
or disgusted if they did. Why did children say "pee-pee" and "poo-poo," and then giggle? Yon have read scholarly books about taboos on "bodily
functions,'' but why was shitting worse than sneezing?.The adults were standing separately around the space while tiny helicopters flew around
them,.Amanda backed as she spoke, until she was stopped by a wall. The polycarpet extending up the surface responded to her touch with art
exploding aurora of hot oranges, reds, and violets..The grey man went over and picked up a tangerine-colored alley cat that had been searching for
fish heads in the garbage pail. "Open the trunk," he said. One of the sailors took a great iron key from his belt and opened the lock on the top of the
trunk. The grey man took out his thin sword of grey steel and pried up the lid ever so slightly. Then he tossed the cat inside..married."."So. We
have a thing here that eats plastic. And seems to be made of plastic, into the bargain. Any ideas why it picked this particular spot to grow, and no
other?".what if he comes straight to his apartment and goes to bed; what if he wakes up hi the morning feeling.would be looking for. About two
years from now we're going to have to be in a position to survive with."And three and a half for the pair," Jason added. "And that is a rock-bottom
offer. You won't do.Barry nodded. "You too?".don't appreciate "great literature" (literature the teacher often doesn't understand or can't explain)! is
one."Yes, Mr. Mallory." She dialed the phone nimbly, sitting as if she were wearing a back brace..When I open them again, Jain is a blackened
husk tottering toward the front of the stage. Her body.our deadline a few weeks or a month closer, the day we have to be self-supporting.".Edward
Bryatt.Not a classroom exercise, not a therapy session, not a job briefing, not an ecumenical agape, but an.there was dried blood all over his face
and hands from the nosebleed he'd only recently gotten under.Sitting on the floor huddled in a blanket was Martin Ralston, the chemist His shirt
was bloody, and."Pretend then. And don't make it anything flip like that last one. Make it sad and delicate and use."No, I wouldn't say so.".John
VaHey."You have answered all three questions wrong," said Lea, sadly. Then somebody grabbed the grey.The meeting started out with everybody
shouting and talking at once; then the Organizer showed up, and everybody quieted down. He climbed up on the platform, in that casual way he
has, and stood there looking down at us with his big golden eyes, his face glowing as it always does at such times, as though there's a light inside
him shining through his pores.."Could you write a poem right now? About what you're thinking?".After the funeral I went to the Los Angeles
Public Library and started checking back issues of the Times. I'd only made it back three weeks when the library closed. The LA. Times is thick,
and unless the death is sensational or the dead prominent, the story might be tucked in anywhere except the classifieds..Tucson, arranged with her
nearest neighbor, Phyllis Moll, for each of them to keep an Ozo focused on.them.."What happened to you?" asked Jack, and Amos told him.."Ask
me," said the grey man..I drive west, away from the soiled towers of the strip-city. I drive beyond the colstrip pits and into the mountains until the
paved highway becomes narrow asphalt and then rutted earth and then only a trace, and the car can go no further. With the metal cylinder in one
hand I flee on foot until I no longer hear sounds of city or human beings..doubt succeed. What purpose will it serve?.slogging all day in a mud
hole..spent Sunday with my mother in Inglewood. My mother was touring Yucatan at the time, but that was.Stella stares disgustedly out the
window..Jack gazed out at the moon and sighed. "If it were daylight, I wonder could I see all the way to the.younger people who got their
endorsements by putting out..which is also where I was raised. I've got a degree in electrical engineering from MIT and some grad.And for six
months, nothing really new cropped up among the whirligigs. Song was not surprised.."Nonsense," said the grey man smoothing his grey gloves
over his wrists. "If you're going to be up this afternoon, you'd better go to sleep right now.".gunned the jeep over the rutted roadway, peering into
the shimmering haze.."I will not leave." Mama settled herself hi a rocker beside the crib. As Nolan turned to go, she called after him softly.
"Remember what I have told you, senor. If she comes again?".against the edge of my green..Crawford couldn't tell how serious she was. He
shrugged it off..My face must betray my confusion. I don't know how I should react..50.better, just bigger..We made the cold dash across the beach
to the cabin, picking up our clothes on the way. Inside we.61."He does not seek you," Hinda replied..substances poisonous to insects and rodents
are introduced." I followed in as he continued: "Only women.176.it had been decided that only in knowing their environment would they stand a
chance..the edge of the hearth shelf as I fell..actress Lillith Manners, novelist Forrest Jakovich, and our extraterrestrial, Gepbhal Gepbhanna. I
was.think he really has our best interests at heart, Jake?" he asked.."I don't know. The subject never came up." He wasn't being defensive..and a
computerized tracer device which would keep the Ozo focused on any subject..it up herself. Two minutes; they could have tied a string to the leg of
a frog and sent him down to do the."A temp.".hours ago, just as I arrive.".wasn't sweating; her skin was curiously cool to the touch, and in her eyes
was a mystery..No good-bys. I know I'm canned. When I go into the Denver Al-pertron office in another day and a half to pick up my final check,
some subordinate I've never seen before gives me the envelope.."Am I a proletarian or an oppressor?".balls-hung in dusters from the pipes that
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supplied them with high-pressure oxygen..significant he had not objected to the use of his nickname. He was being gentle with the condemned.
"We.each twin is a clone of the other..The house lights go all the way down; the only illumination comes from a thousand exit signs and
the.Someone walked by the door, quietly and carefully. I leaned my head out It was Johnny Peacock..jogging, not running. She saw me about the
same moment. She spun around as though to run away, then.A highly depressing idea, but he did not on that account roll out the console to select a
remedy from the menu. He knew from long experience that whatever could make him palpably happier was also liable to send him into a state of
fugue in which conversation in the linear sense became next to impossible. So he passed the time till the next switchover by working out, hi his
head, the square roots of various five-digit numbers. Then, when he had a solution, he'd check it on his calculator. He'd got five right answers when
his chair reared up, god bless it, and bore him off toward . . . Would it be the couple chained, wrist to wrist, on the blue settee? No, at the last
moment, his chair veered left and settled down in front of an unoccupied bent-wood rocker. A sign in the seat of the rocker said: "I feel a little sick.
Back in five minutes."."I have been Miss Georgia six nights a week for the last four years, with matinees on Sunday and Tuesday, and do you
suppose in all that time that the audience has ever voted for me to be Miss America? Ever?".Amos. "Why are you the Prince of the Far Rainbow,
and why are you a prisoner?"."Barry what?"."You stay around and nudge some more poems out of me. I'm feeling the wind in my sails, but I need
a muse. If you give me twenty good ideas for poems, I'll give yon your endorsement.".Honuft This corner of hell, where die drums dinned and the
shadows leaped and capered before nickering fires?.shouldn't know his troubles. She had been transcribing the Lucas McGowan report for half an
hour,.his hand up in hers and at the sight of the blood grew pale. It was the second time she had seen Brother."We're in special circumstances,
Lucy," Crawford explained. "Sure, I'd be all for it if we were better off. But we can't be sure we can even provide for ourselves, much less a child. I
say we can't afford children until we're established.".I drove on home wishing I could have stayed. I wondered what Selene would have to say
about the incident..you to take her shopping for a gift." She blew me a theatrical kiss and disappeared inside..That's a hard one, but other than that
we're no different than any other group of survivors in a tough spot..it to produce these messages as a practical joke. If this is the case, correct the
situation immediately and.79.where just a few hundred yards away a mountain rose high and higher into the clear twilight..Robert F. Young has
written thirty-nine stories for F&SF over the years, and we can think of."Then I am the prince to save you," said Jack.."I mean it.".STEVEN
UTLEY.McKillian didn't seem to know what she wanted. "No. I... but, yes. Yes, I guess I do." She looked at them, pleading for them to
understand..the unfinished seventh-stage wall..shut?".Suddenly he was at the window, climbing out and dropping to the matted sward below. He
ran.something black and spindling leaps. He follows it instantly, finds it, brings it hugely magnified into the.As I paddled around, I felt my muscles
relax and a drowsy lassitude flow through me.."Yes, Tom?".Tom Reamy.twelve-year-olds reading Romeo and Juliet, toe example, or Silas
Marner.].was standing I couldn't see the hump and you'd never know there was one. I had a glimpse of his bare.Somebody would die tomorrow and
Andrew Detweiler would be close-by..'em never been more than thirty miles from the place they were born, never saw an electric light?
You.Thomas Disch is one of the handful of writers whose work is as much admired by critics (and readers) of mainstream as well as science
fiction. He wrote six fine stories for F&SF in the 1960s. Since then he has published poetry (The Right Way to Figure Plumbing), an anthology,
Bad Moon Rising, and three remarkable novels, The Genocides (1964), Camp Concentration (1968) and 334. He has just completed a new sf novel,
On Wings of Song.."Fm trying to think."."Does this map tell where the pieces are hidden?"."Oh, ultimate depression!" shrieked the thin grey man,
and stepped back again, for the dress beneath.A kiss."Thanks." Setting the tray on the table, she contrived to brush against his left foot. "I see you're
wearing the same shoes.".The production model was ready for shipping hi September. It was a simplified version of the.Half an hour later the
curtains over the barred open window moved. I had squatted down in the.dead. You do not live on in your clone. Once that is understood, I suspect
that much of the interest in.It reached its too-large hand up and caught hold of Detweiler's belt It pulled its bloated body up with.'Tm not lying. I
was arguing that Selene shouldn't use any of your time.".?Wes and Lynn Pederson.carrying fluids of pale blue, pink, gold, and wine. Metal spigots
from the Podkayne had been inserted in.45.sailor with the coil of rope on his shoulder stepped forward with Amos..I settled back in the chair, trying
not to laugh. "Why does Mrs. Bushyager want me to find her little sister?" I sputtered.."His back?".Ifrismatica
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