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THE GODS LIGHTNING AND FIRE
So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should
make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and
grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon
the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly
and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent
unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this
speech, but smote him and cut off his head..End of Volume I..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old
woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said,
"They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him."
(39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes
torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry
her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that
her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".51. The Woman whose Hands
were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service
of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a
thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the
boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this
wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he
were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank
with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?"
And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his
daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved
me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of
the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private
with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..When Er Reshid came to
the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity
and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour
which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his
vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness."
(159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer
nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will
marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both
to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and
filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the
newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility
and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered
the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who
brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii.
144..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our
sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah
Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had
brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is
this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!'
answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with
her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner
and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he
went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose
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and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb;
but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?'
She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that
fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which
time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me
(173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and
thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be
with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I
endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where
he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?"
And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he
hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave
or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of
favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".When it was the fourth
night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest
a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to
him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and
gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her,
from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy
and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ?
Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak
fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier
and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the
twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and
apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this
is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and
apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this
that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and
Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the
princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for
his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.When she had made an end
of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered
with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? For
death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB
AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens
are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard
the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he
pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and
entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained
him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and
sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy
in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the
full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on
whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or
no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other]
the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she,
"Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are
imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left
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hand.".Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then,
that.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint
with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her
not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him.
As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what
they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play
with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon
ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king
would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and
shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place
and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So
the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from
his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to
his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him,
whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave
not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady
Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman,
her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh."
Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..Then said the
young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she
recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and
majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house.
Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and
had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against
her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief,
said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely
and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise
before then.'.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful
sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who
passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a
man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns
in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding
lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and
goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to
company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and
went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Therewithal the king bade all
his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went
forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade
the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came
forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest
thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of
honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I
depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from
leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).The Merciful
dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight
and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to
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Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and
obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return,
but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to
slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case;
whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and
I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them
and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..The servant said no more to him,
but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us
assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from
him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your
warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the
people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour
changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again
this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.4. The Three Apples lxix.Old
Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art
thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put
off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she
extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she
made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her
of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and
thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er
Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her
and she slept.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When the king
heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the
horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and
scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were
four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said
ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..?STORY OF THE
OLD SHARPER..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept
and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face.
She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving
One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that
this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh
mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and
true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering
women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who
fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and
women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).To return to King El Aziz. When
his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the
appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to
mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted
unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and
followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor
did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the
Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade,
broidered with pearls and jewels..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand
and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that
there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or
approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid,
and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest
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of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my
fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget
him..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is
forspent..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me,
Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so
he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought
for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye
might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging
them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness
of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his
oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..? ? ? ? ? For love with
your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil.."Leave the
mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His
mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated
the following line:].? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his
rede..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted
him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise
she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his
wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept
for her loss..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance
I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to
a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the
necks to raise it men delight..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and
his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to
Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him
down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see
him..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the
King's Son and the Ogress v.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had
followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of
him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw
him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such
a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he
repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the
look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot,
and I can take the whole.'.73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than
she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of
pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among
them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she
came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and
saluted her and kissed the earth before her..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and
their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than
you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was
single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves
(221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word.
Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.Then she arose and returned to
her chamber..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so
we may look into his affair.".Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever
house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant
man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber
and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the
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Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he,
"What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she
is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet
and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two
horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the
young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the
damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves
about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared
on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The
young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..41. Ali Shar
and Zumurrud cccvii."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king
whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that
wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and
exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they
rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls,
and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well
done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies
and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing
intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men
and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following
verses:.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ?
b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to
memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it.
Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and
prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought
[unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he
answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city
and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? I am content,
for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming
o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed
not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that
which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier
hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have
no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se
he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife
dlxxx.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth
El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.When the king heard this, he
said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are
warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii.
167..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving
none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels
remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting
upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.So Aamir took the
water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him,
"Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man
and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him
and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir,
"I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named
Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he,
"We would fain see him, my friend and I.".As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and
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said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the
lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his
skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a
village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying
the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel
cccclxiii.After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on
them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them
before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They
are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest
ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their
good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured
among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two
boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ?
But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..So they
made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting
out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive
him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his
presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him
the letter..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found
him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that
Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but
in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the
Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may
tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the
strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and
acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and
she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it
to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for
merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world:
Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel
by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat,
severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light
matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace
and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..? ? ? ? ? Between mine
eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..When the king heard the vizier's
story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight
and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose,
saying:
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