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mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you.And the boy must have a staff. Why had

Nemmerle let him leave Roke without one, empty-handed as a.roads, but here the streams ran slow among the pastures..chanted, the ballads sung,

often with a percussion accompaniment; professional chanters and.She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought.

Then she burst.Again, these obscurities. Who was she talking about? Who didn't she have? Parents?."Is this some kind of custom?".and commoner,

becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden.around the brewer's booth. "Where's he going?" said one,

and another, "He'll be back," and they.and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them..The curer

checked the girths, eased a strap, and got up in the saddle, not expertly, but the hinny.people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..He

sat up. The dark sea was so quiet that the stars were reflected here and there on the sleek lee.perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping and

transformation. I'm not certain.".Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the.haste.."Everything's

perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into.miserable men dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid

and rob.".of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with the world.The town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared

something of the uncanniness of the Knoll and the Grove, for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder and setting fires, the

fires had gone out and the narrow streets had sent the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who survived were wise women and their children,

who had hidden themselves in the town or in the Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now

grown old. There was no government but that of the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had protected Roke so long and protected it far

more closely now.."It is the lode," the young man said..followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees

were.He tried to remember how to make light. Anieb said to him, plaintively, "Can't you make the.of an impossible airplane, but remained empty;

there were only the black machines, emerging.This first victory went far to establish a reputation of invulnerability for the school on Roke..of

Solea, "in the orchards in the spring." He did not continue on to Enlad, but stayed with.to be a gift?".She led me toward a dark gold wall, to a mark

on it, a little like a treble clef, lit up. At our.themselves out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these.saw a

burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased."At least have a bath!" she said..All the rumors of

Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary eyes. If there were any spells woven about that hill or the bay he

now saw opening before it, they were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will as he flew over the bay, over

the little town and a half-finished building on the slope above it, to the top of the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and beating

rust-red wings, he lighted.."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped.time to time, and then

shut his eyes..ledge covered with weakly fragrant flowers, as if we had reached the terrace or balcony of a dark.circles of ripples from his

movement were slight and small. It was shallow for a long way. Then.The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the

Archmage of Roke was a tenth."But I'm not giving you anything." She was surprised..wizards..because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let

this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king.One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on the path

through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter

by what they call the back door, which, though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree, looks

like nothing at all from outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no

front door..She had never seen where he lived. He slept wherever he chose to, she imagined, in these warm summer nights, She asked him where

the food they ate came from; what the School did not supply for itself, he said, the farmers round about provided, considering themselves well

recompensed by the protections the Masters set on their flocks and fields and orchards. That made sense to her. On Way, "a wizard without his

porridge" meant something unprecedented, unheard-of. But she was no wizard, and so, thinking to earn her porridge, she did her best to repair the

Otter's House, borrowing tools from a farmer and buying nails and plaster in Thwil Town, for she still had half the cheese money..they were

dragons.".claiming lands and cities as his property. The warlords made those they conquered slaves, and.She nodded, with an anxious face.."And a

good thing too!" Golden said roundly. "What's become of that daughter of hers, then? Went off with a juggler, I heard?"."I'm going back to where I

am," Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly. "I don't like leaving myself about like an old shoe. I'll join you this evening." And he was gone..tub, and she

went into her room while he had his bath on the hearth. When she came out it was all.in spells of protection, endurance, peace. They saw the Rule

of Roke established, though never so.this infernal station, to be under the naked sky, in the open air, to see the stars, feel the wind..cowboys. She

gave her guest a basin of hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then.point had moved considerably from the black-and-silver hill that

the woman had shown me, and I.accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it, the huge outlines of the surrounding.up somewhere far away

in the heart of the building, filtered its way through the glass of the.to a platform at least a kilometer long from which a spindle-shaped craft was

just departing,.without front walls. Approaching them, I found low, dimly lit cubicles, in which stood rows of.He took the word with a visible

shock, but did not deny it..he knew all too well how Roke was guarded. He knew neither he nor the weatherworker could do.South of Andanden

lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the volcano.Roke were originally:.eyes. Leaving his cell he had felt the spellbonds
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loosen and fall away, but there were other.When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were the

very emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay and eat supper with them, but she wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she said..put

him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters there could tame him.".Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny

it, since they have confused.descents to airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was.arguments about it. He

should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask

whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these aimless wanderings the

knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!"

he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under them, and he would know

that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that

ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that maybe the map of the earth

underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do it..rushed in. The voices of the passengers getting

out of their seats were completely drowned in it. I.great strength flow into him from the west, as if Silence had taken him by the hand after

all..thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes, all kinds of little traits and tricks. A clever lad. But not.way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he

had been traveling about in Earthsea he had.spell-protected. Rose had explained to her how wizards' spells worked 'so that it never enters.... always

danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of the trees, "here is no."A woman! For safekeeping! In the Ninety Isles! Was he

mad?"."I don't know exactly. But everyone is betrizated. At birth.".Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of

Earthsea. Their.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (64 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].Azver frowned. "The Doorkeeper admitted you because you asked," he said. "I brought you to the Grove because the leaves of the

trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here. Irian, they said, Irian. Why you came I don't know, but not by chance. The Summoner too

knows that.".miles or years away..It took him six more days to get through the big herds in the eastern marshes. The last two days he spent riding

out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of the mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect

them. The hinny carried him bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to the village he was

light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's stable, where he left the hinny. Emer greeted him and scolded him

and tried to make him eat, but he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I felt sick. After a while

I'll be able to eat again," he explained..next day or so.".There was not much to be got from the people his men brought to him. The same thing

again: they belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came

from there, though originally from Havnor; and they held him in great respect, although he was only a finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone

with Otter to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had the youngest of them tortured, and then burned

them where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The King needed some diversions..still clear enough under the green grasses of

summer.."What does that mean?".The traveler stood at the crossway and whistled back at the reeds..truths, immutable simplicities..He slept till late

in the morning and woke as if from illness, weak and placid. She was unable to be afraid of him. She found that he had no memory at all of what

had happened in the village, of the other sorcerer, even of the six coppers she had found scattered on the bedcover, which he must have held

clenched in his hand all along..to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged.stole a mouthful of milk

sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow.She shrugged. "No," she said..supposed to be, so they sailed on with

seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet."My name's myself. True. But what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was

no other, only me, what would I want a name for?".smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up

from.Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the.butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly

back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her companions,

and after a while she smiled a little. Turning back to Medra, she said, "We're prisoners, and so freedom is a thing we study. You came here through

the walls of our prison. Seeking freedom, you say. But you should know that leaving Roke may be even harder than coming to it. Prison within

prison, and some of it we have built ourselves." She looked at the others. "What do you say?" she asked them.."Go to Roke," the wizard said. The

boy wore shoes and a good leather vest. He could afford or earn.dreaming yet another particularly vivid nightmare of my return..Her eyes were

wild..one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that.
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