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THAT NEIGHBOR KID
Junior Cain definitely was not a crazed sex-killer, not driven to homicide by weird lusts beyond his control. A single night of sex and death-an

indulgence never to be repeated-wouldn't require serious self-examination or a reconsideration of his self-image..Edom would have judged this a

perfect day-except for the earthquake weather. He was convinced that the Big One would bring the coastal cities to ruin before twilight..She

devoted half her work time to the neighbors-in-need route that Agnes had established and steadily expanded, the other half to her painting. She was

in no rush to mount a new show; anyway, she didn't dare renew contact with the Greenbaum Gallery or with anyone at all from her past life, until

the police found Enoch Cain..NORTHBOUND ON THE coastal highway, headed for Newport Beach, Agnes saw bad omens, mile after mile.."I

sure think so. I think she's everything. I tell her she's the moon and stars. I'm probably spoiling her rotten.".When Paul arrived with a Christmas

gift, Perri was abed, wearing Chinese-red pajamas, reading Jane Austen. A clever contraption of leather straps, pulleys, and counterweights assisted

her in moving her right arm more fluidly than would otherwise have been possible. A lap stand held the book, but she could tam the pages..Besides,

Junior was reluctant to kill Vanadium, for real this time, and risk discovering- that the detective's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would in fact prove

to be a relentless haunting presence that gave him no peace..Barty wanted to hug her. He did hug her. He hugged Angel, too. He hugged Tom

Vanadium..IN NEED OF OIL, the hand crank squeaked, but the tall halves of the casement window parted and opened outward into the

alleyway..Because he hadn't heard Victoria Bressler speak in so long-and then only on two occasions-and because the woman on the phone had

spoken so softly, Junior couldn't tell whether or not their voices were one and the same..A cause now apparent, the fear explained, Agnes held her

baby more tightly. So new to the world, he seemed already to be slipping away from her, captured by the whirlpool of a demanding

destiny..holding hands as they watched John Wayne in The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then,

sure they would live forever, and they were still young now, but for one of them, forever had arrived..Hound was sorry for him. "You know, if it

was Gelluk questioning you, he'd have everything you know out of you just with a word or two, and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface

leaves behind when he asks questions. Listen, can you work with the wind at all?".If the sight of his daughter almost drove him to his knees, the

sight of his wife, also his first in seven years, lifted him until he was virtually floating across the grass..The presence of the brochure disturbed

Vanadium also because he assumed that after being dead-ended by Nolly, Cain had subsequently discovered that Celestina had taken custody of the

baby to raise it as her own. For some reason, the nine-toed wonder originally believed the child was a boy, but if he'd tracked down Celestina, he

now knew the truth..Bellini assured Celestina that they didn't expect Enoch Cain to be so brazen as to follow police vehicles and to renew his

assault on her at St. Mary's. Nevertheless, he assigned a uniformed police officer to the hall outside of the waiting room that served friends and

family of the patients in the intensive-care unit. And judging by that guard's high level of vigilance, Bellini had not entirely ruled out the possibility

that Cain might show up here to finish what he started in Pacific Heights..For two years, since finding the quarter in his cheeseburger, Junior had

been searching for a metaphysics that he could embrace, that squared with all the truths that he had learned from Zedd, and that didn't require him

to acknowledge any power higher than himself Here it was. Unexpected. Complete. He didn't fully understand the bit about monkeys and barrels,

but he got the rest of it, and peace of a sort descended upon him..In his mind's eye, Junior saw the coin in transit of the blunt fingers, moving more

swiftly than previously because its passage was lubricated by blood..Having anticipated a problem of one kind or another, Junior withdrew a packet

of crisp new hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The bank band still wrapped the stack, and on it was printed $10,000..But the other

learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed

to war by Losen's slaves and would bring back slaves as cargo. It galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage. "Why can't we build

fishing boats, the way we used to?" he asked, and his father said, "Because the fishermen can't pay us.".Tom Vanadium merely arched one

eyebrow, as if to say that more than a single answer ought to be obvious..And though Barty was not shy, neither was he a show-off. He didn't seek

praise for his accomplishments, and in fact, they were little known outside of his immediate family. His satisfaction came entirely from learning,

exploring, growing..In recounting the fortune-telling session, Agnes had not told the magician about the four jacks of spades, only about the aces of

diamonds and hearts. She never wore her worries for anyone to see; and though she had made a joke of the appearance of the fourth knave on

Friday, Edom knew that it had deeply troubled her..So many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees decorated every one to a

different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot chocolate or lemon crisps and eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens steeped in wonderful

cooking odors and-in the chillier afternoon good wishes exchanged in front of hearth fires, gifts accepted as well as given, cookies taken in trade

for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the Bells" and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith they arrived at three o'clock in the

afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed before Santa's had begun..Junior was vigilant. He took note of all those who approached the

piano, whether they dropped money in the fishbowl or not..The fully evolved man never has to rely on the gods of fortune, Zedd tells us, because

he makes his luck with such reliability that he can spit in the faces of the gods with impunity.."He's a wonderful boy, so very bright, so very full of

life. Blindness will be hard, but it won't be the end. He'll cope without the light. It'll be so difficult at first, but this boy ... eventually he'll

thrive."."She's got preeclampsia. It's a condition that occurs in about five percent of pregnancies, virtually always after the twenty-fourth week, and

usually it can be treated successfully. But I'm not going to sugarcoat this, Celestina. In her case, it's more serious. She hasn't been seeing a doctor,
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no prenatal care, and here she is in the middle of her thirtyeighth week, about ten days from delivery."."Other Bartys and other Agneses in other

houses like this-all here together now.".Maria Elena Gonzalez, where no one lived with fear like her brothers Edom and Jacob,.He had not heard

the lawman rising up with malevolent intent, as he had imagined. The body had simply rolled off the backseat onto the floor during the too-sharp

180-degree turn..She looked down at her clutched hands. Made for work, these hands, and always ready to take on any task. Strong, nimble,

reliable hands, but useless to her now, unable to perform the one miracle she needed. "Barty's birthday is in eight days. I was hoping. . .".In a

magazine article about the hero, passing mention was made of a restaurant where occasionally the great man ate breakfast..Even as this news

pleased Junior, it also saddened him. He was not merely interring a lovely wife, but also his first child. He was burying his family.."If I ever have

trots, you'll know." And then in the Cheese voice: "CAN WE LISTEN TO THE BOOK TALK IN YOUR ROOM?"."When your hands are bigger,"

Tom agreed, "I'm sure you could. In fact, one day I'll teach you.".By mid-March, he had exhausted the possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname.

By the time that he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million listings in the directory in search of those whose

first names were Bartholomew..From the phone, Barty proceeded directly to the refrigerator. He opened the door, got a can of orange soda, and

returned without hesitation to his chair at the table..Dr. Salk returned the photos, put a hand on Paul's shoulder, and smiled. "But that's always the

way, you see? Heroes always get back more than they give. The act of giving assures the getting back.".Junior Cain was committed to continuous

self-improvement. He believed in the need constantly to expand his knowledge and horizons order to better understand himself and the world. The

quality of life was solely the responsibility of oneself he author of How to Have a Healthier Life through Autohypnosis was Dr. Caesar Zedd, a

renowned psychologist and best-selling author of a dozen self-help texts, all of which Junior owned in addition to the literature that he had acquired

from the book club. When he had been only fourteen, he'd begun buying Dr. Zedd's titles in paperback, and by the time he was eighteen, when he

could afford to do so, he'd replaced the paperbacks with hardcovers and thereafter bought all the doctor's new books in the higher-priced editions.

The collected works.Saturday morning, he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed the day

re-creating, again and again, what he'd done at the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..Junior no longer

leaned casually on the casing. He put both hands flat against the door..Given a child-size harmonica, he extemporized simplified versions of songs

he heard on the radio. The Beatles' "All You Need Is Love." The Box Tops' "The Letter." Stevie Wonder's "I Was Made to Love Her." After

hearing a tune once, Barty could play a recognizable rendition..Suddenly she realized-Good Lord!-that someone else had a had inside her, up the

very center of her, massaging her uterus in the same lazy pattern as that made by the piece of melting ice on her belly..Assuming that the boy had

closed his eyes and was talking to himself, somewhere between his self-told bedtime story and a dream, Agnes retreated from the room, pulling the

door only half shut behind her..Raising his revolver, Tom squeezed off two shots, but the gun didn't discharge..But with the silencer attached, the

pistol was useful only for close-up work. After passing through a sound-suppressor, the bullet would exit the muzzle at a lower than usual velocity,

perhaps with an added wobble, and accuracy would drop drastically at a distance..Wally Lipscomb parked in his garage, switched off the engine,

and started to get out of the Buick before he saw that Celestina had left her purse in the car..Bressler but no Vanadium. A girl named Angel.

Something was wrong here. Something was rotten..Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical

judgment..Vanadium arrived and stood beside Junior. His black suit was cheap, but it fit better than Rudy's..Cain turned the pistol on Barty, but

when Tom charged, Cain swung toward him once more. The round that he fired would have been a crippler, maybe a killer, except that Angel

launched herself off the window seat behind Cain and gave him a hard shove, spoiling his aim. The killer stumbled and then shimmered..When he

was baking, the world seemed to be a less dangerous place. Sometimes, making a cake, he forgot to be afraid..The masterpiece that Junior

purchased was small, a sixteen-inch-square canvas, but it cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled The Cancer Lurks Unseen,

Version 1-was flat black, except for a small gnarled mass, bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth every penny..Still on her

knees, she raised the weapon and realized that she was going to shoot the maniac in the back, that she had no other choice, because her

inexperience didn't allow her to aim for a leg or an arm. The moral dilemma overwhelmed her, but so did an image of Phimie lying dead in bloody

sheets on the surgery table. She pulled the trigger and rocked with the recoil..She tried to raise her right hand, but it flopped uselessly and would

not respond,.Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep contempt for wizards who worked for such men as

Losen, letting fear or greed pervert magic to evil ends. Nothing, to his mind, could be more despicable than such a betrayal of their art. So it

troubled him that he couldn't despise Hound..Considering the protection that it would afford him in a world full of warmongers, Junior considered

the loss of the toe, while tragic, to be a necessary disfigurement. To his doctors and nurses, he made jokes about dismemberment, and in general he

put on a brave face, for which he knew he was much admired..Junior approached the headstone from behind, circled it, and shone the flashlight on

the chiseled facts:.The expectation with which Tom had been greeted on his arrival was as thin as the air at Himalayan heights compared to the rich

stew of anticipation now aboil..Bartholomew was dead but didn't know it yet. Pistol in hand, cocoon in tatters, ready to spread his butterfly wings,

Junior pushed the door to the apartment inward, saw a deserted living room, softly lighted and pleasantly furnished, and was about to step across

the threshold when the street door opened and into the hall came Ichabod..For a driver who had just engaged in a demolition derby with a house,

the mummified man was steady on his feet and unhesitant in his actions. He turned to Harrison White and shot him twice in the chest..Dr.

Lipscomb inclined his head slightly toward the pianist, in the manner of a stem headmaster about to emphasize a lesson with a sharp twist of the
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offending boy's ear. "Miss White and the baby will have vacated these premises by the end of the week-unless you insist on bothering them with

your chatter. For every minute you harass them, their departure will be extended one day.".A blood test might prove that Junior was the father.

Accusations might sooner or later be made against him by bitter and hate-filled members of her family, perhaps not even with the hope of sending

him to prison, but solely for the purpose of getting their bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child support..Junior said nothing. He

was still upset with Naomi for hiding the pregnancy from him, but he was delighted that the baby would have been his. Now Vanadium couldn't

claim that Naomi's infidelity and the resultant bastard had been the motive for murder.."It doesn't have to be grand," she said, with a seductive leer,

"but if we're going to wait, then the wedding better be soon.".Struggling to keep a grip on consciousness, Junior told himself to focus on the future,

to live in the future, free of the useless past and the difficult present, but he could not get into the future far enough to be in a time when the pain

was no longer with him..AT ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, where Wally had brought Angel into this world three years ago, he was now fighting for

his life, for a chance to see the girl grow and to be the father she needed. He'd been taken to surgery already when Celestina and Angel arrived a

few minutes behind the ambulance..use it. The cop was no threat to the English army, as Joan had been, but as far as Junior was concerned, the

creep most definitely deserved to be burned at the stake..Sklent came to mind, perhaps because of the strange drawing on the girl's sketch pad.

Sklent at that Christmas Eve party, only a few months ago but a lifetime away. The theory of spiritual afterlife without a need for God. Prickly-bur

spirits. Some hang around, haunting out of sheer mean stubbornness. Some fade away. Others reincarnate..Halted by the unmistakable meaning of

the expressions on these women's faces, Paul was grateful that Nellie was briefly stricken mute. He didn't believe he had the strength to receive the

news that she had tried to deliver.."But what made you choose that life? You must have committed to the seminary awfully young.".Rena laughed.

"Oh, but true! And not just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt, which shimmered like cascades of falling petals. "So tonight

will be a famous night, Celestina.".A pianist or saxophonist could go a long way on his talent and self instruction, but a would-be stage magician

eventually needed a mentor to reveal the most closely guarded secrets of illusion and to help him master the skills of deception needed for the

highest-level prestidigitation. In a craft practiced almost exclusively by white men, a young man.His attention, as morbid as a circling vulture,

settled upon the pianist's right hand. The left was open, palm down. But the right was crumpled shut, palm up..When the highway passed through a

sunless ravine, he had broken into a sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing

cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic ahead, and he felt the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and

anguish and confusion and loss.."Well, anyway," she said, as though Muffins uncharacteristic viciousness had been adequately explained, "this

mending ought to cover ten more lessons.".In the kitchen again, Junior spread the blanket on the floor, to one side of the blood. He rolled

Vanadium onto the blanket, and drew the ends of it together, fashioning a sled with which to drag the detective out of the house..He remembered

standing in the cemetery, downhill from Seraphim's grave-although at the time he'd known only that it was a Negro being buried, not that it was his

former lover-and thinking that the rains would over time carry the juices of the decomposing Negro corpse into the lower grave that contained

Naomi's remains. Had that been a half-psychic moment on his part, a dim awareness that another and far more dangerous connection between dead

Naomi and dead Seraphim had already been formed?.Judging by his great pleasure in learning, Barty didn't feel robbed of anything. To him, the

world was an orange of infinite layers, which he peeled and savored with increasing delight..Junior's body betrayed him as before, and also in new

ways that terrified and humiliated him, involving every bodily fluid except cerebrospinal. For a while, inside that rocking ambulance, he wished

that he were in a gondola upon the waters of the Styx, his misery at an end..Two things about him were remarkable, beginning with his face. His

head was wrapped with white gauze bandages, so he looked like Claude Rains in The Invisible Man or like Humphrey Bogart in that movie about

the escaped convict who has plastic surgery to foil the police and to start a new life with Lauren Bacall. Blond hair sprouted from the top of the

elaborate wrappings. Otherwise, only his eyes, his nostrils, and his lips were uncovered..Murder itself was easy, but the aftermath was more

draining than he had anticipated. Although the ultimate liability settlement with the state was certain to leave him financially secure for life, the

stress was so great that he wondered, in his darker moments, if the reward would prove to be worth the risk..In either case, printing the name in

blood was a ritualistic act, and ritualism of this nature was an unmistakable symptom of a seriously unbalanced mind. Evidently, the wife killer

would be easier to crack than expected, because his shell was already badly fractured..Instead of staring at Barty directly, he watched Angel as she

studied the eyeless boy. She had exhibited no horror at the concave slackness of his closed lids, and when one lid fluttered up to reveal the dark

hollow socket, she hadn't shown any revulsion. Now she moved closer to Barty's chair, and when she touched his cheek, just below his missing left

eye, the boy didn't flinch in surprise..Walking was part of a fitness regimen that he took seriously. He would never be called upon to save the

world, like the pulp heroes in the tales he enjoyed; however, he had solemn responsibilities he was determined to meet, and to do so, he must

maintain good health..Memory of the Spartan decor of Thomas Vanadium's house lingered with Junior, and he addressed his living space with the

detective's style in mind. He installed a minimum of furniture, though all new and of higher quality than the junk in Vanadium's residence: sleek,

modem, Danish-pecan wood and nappy oatmeal-colored upholstery.."Naomi--she popped out of my oven twenty years ago, not out of yours,"

Sheena continued in a fierce whisper. "If anyone's suffering here, it's me, not you. Who're you, anyway? Some guy who's been boinking her for a

couple years, that's all you are. I'm her mother. You can never know my pain. And if you don't stand with this family to make these wankers pay up

big-time, I'll personally cut your balls off while you're sleeping and feed them to my cat.".In his mind's eye, he saw the answering machine with
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uncanny clarity. That curious gadget. Sitting atop the scarred pine desk..The maniac kicked once more, but because of the bracing dresser, the door

wouldn't budge, so he kicked harder, again without success.."Couldn't carry these three ladies," he said. "Svelte as they are, they still weigh more

than a backpack."."But the breed is nervous, dear. With a nervous breed, you just never know, do you?.Two of her largest and best paintings were

in the show windows, dramatically lighted. They were dazzling. They were dreadful. They were beautiful. They were hideous..Lord, listen to

me-but I've really got to know if you can, if you are, how you feel, whether you feel, I mean, whether you think you could feel--".He continued

until four aces of hearts and four aces of diamonds were on the table in front of him. These eight draws he had prepared, and this effect was his

intention..One of his favorite gifts for Christmas 1967 was a twelve-hole chromatic harmonica with forty-eight reeds providing a full three-octave

range. Even in his little hands, and with the limitations of his small mouth, this more sophisticated instrument enabled him to produce full-bodied

versions of any song that appealed to him..He summoned enough courage to approach the nightstand. His hand trembled. He half expected the

quarter to be illusory; to disappear between his pinching fingers, but it was real..Footsteps in the hall drew their attention to the open door, where

the surgeon appeared in his loose cotton greens..He was simplifying and combining concepts, but he knew no other way to quickly give them a feel

for the wonder, the enigma, the sheer spookiness of the world revealed by quantum mechanics..Waste of time to check those places. More likely,

woman and boy were hiding in the last room..Not that he failed to perform well. As always, he was a bull, a stallion, an insatiable satyr. None of

his lovers complained; none had the energy for complaint when he'd finished with them..Blind he remained until an afternoon in May 1993, when

at last the miracle occurred, and the meaning that Tom Vanadium had foreseen so long ago began to manifest..His right side, however, had come to

rest against an object harder than bagged paper, an angular mass. As the skull-rattling gong faded, allowing more clarity of thought, he realized that

an unpleasant, vaguely warm, damp something was pressed against his right cheek..It was hard for him to lie. He thought he was awkward at it

because he had no practice. Hound knew better. He knew that magic itself resists untruth. Conjuring, sleight of hand, and false commerce with the

dead are counterfeits of magic, glass to the diamond, brass to the gold. They are fraud, and lies flourish in that soil. But the art of magic, though it

may be used for false ends, deals with what is real, and the words it works with are the true words. So true wizards find it hard to lie about their art.

In their heart they know that their lie, spoken, may change the world..For a while, Junior half convinced himself that the quarter in his

cheeseburger, in December '65, was a meaningless coincidence, unrelated to Vanadium. His short tour of the kitchen, in search of the perpetrator,

had given him reason to believe the diner's sanitary standards were inadequate. Recalling the greasy men on that culinary death squad, he knew that

he'd been fortunate not to discover a dead rodent spread-eagle on the melted cheese, or an old sock..After the paralytic bladder seizures had passed

and Junior had drained Lake Mead, Chicane recommended plenty of caffeine and sugar to guard against an unlikely but not impossible spontaneous

return to a trance state. "Anyway, after pumping alpha waves for as long as you just did, you shouldn't actually need to sleep anytime

soon.".Mechanics have reliably steady hands, yet Jacob's hands shook as he discarded two cards and slowly turned over the ninth draw..Orange

firelight bloomed in the living room below, a wave of heat washed over Paul, and immediately behind the heat came greasy masses of roiling black

smoke, drawn to the stairwell as to a flue..She found the switch and clicked off the lamp again. "Good-night, young prince.".When the two vertical

panes of the casement window were still less than seven inches apart, they stuttered. The mechanism produced a dismal grinding rasp that sounded

like a guttural pronunciation of the problem itself, c-c-c-corrosion, and seized up..Abruptly alert, sitting up on the edge of the bed, Celestina knew

the caller could not be the comatose old woman, so she said angrily, "Who the hell is this?".Another stiff might have required dragging; but Neddy

weighed hardly more than a five-foot-ten breadstick. Junior hauled the body off the ground and slung it over one shoulder in a fireman's

carry..Outside, he turned to look at the display windows. He expected to see the candlestick, supernaturally apparent only from this side of the

glass, but it wasn't there. Throughout the autumn, Junior read book after book about ghosts, poltergeists, haunted houses, ghost ships, s?ances, spirit

rapping, spirit manifestation, spirit writing, spirit recording, trance speaking, conjuration, exorcism, astral projection, Ouija-board revelation, and

needlepoint..Neither of them was aware that their personal drama, in all its clumsiness and glory, had focused the attention of everyone in the

restaurant. The cheer that went up at Celestina's acceptance of his proposal caused her to start, knocking the ring from Wally's hand as he attempted

to slip it on her finger. The ring bounced across the table, they both grabbed for it, Wally made the catch, and this time she was properly betrothed,

to wild applause and laughter.."So what I am is I'm your talking eyes." Lowering her hand from his face, Angel said, "Do you know where bacon

comes from?".He was Father Tom again, having recommitted to his vows three years previous. At his request, the Church had assigned him as the

chaplain of Pie Lady Services..Junior continued east, weaving through the horde, convinced that he could hear the ghost cop's footsteps distinct

from the tramping noise made by the legions of the living, penetrating the grumble and the bleat of traffic. Hollow, the dead man's tread echoed not

only in Junior's ears but also through his body, in his bones..On Sunday, New Year's Eve, Edom and Jacob came for dinner. Following dessert,

when Barty went to his room to continue reading Starman Jones, which he had begun late that afternoon, Agnes told her brothers the truth about

their nephew's eyes.."I'm gonna dream about baby chickens," she told Celestina, "and if I'm all yellow, they'll think I'm one of them.".Harrison and

Grace had welcomed him in spite of the fact that a friend and parishioner had died on Thursday, leaving them both bereft and with church

obligations..Junior's fear gave way to an appreciation for the irony in this situation. Gradually, he regained the ability to smile, tossed the coin in

the air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket..She repeated this ritual eleven more times--"For Andrew, for James, for John"--frequently glancing

into the nave behind her, to be sure that she was unobserved.
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