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could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set.descending from high above, the base of one of

those enormous columns that had astonished

me.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (30 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM]."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped her eyes with her apron. "Was that what

broke you," she said, "the drink?".in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?".For a half millennium or longer, men

ambitious to work the great spells of magery bound themselves.out again in haste; they threw torn ribbons on the floor, not telegraph tapes,

something else, with.chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a.if I'd left something

unfinished. But it is your name. If it betrays you, then that's the truth of.and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the

Great Port of Havnor? Golden.Ivory went, limping only very slightly, to an old mounting-block nearby and sat down on it. He.died in childbirth

there in the city..Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that showed them only

the next step they could take, and of how they had looked up to the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..The great guilds, since their network

covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or authority except the King in Havnor.."That would be only what the women of the Hand call it,

keeping its meaning from the wizards and.and lies flourish in that soil. But the art of magic, though it may be used for false ends, deals.ears, the

white -- in the shadow, silvery -- dress. This was not possible. A dream? I was still a few.itself, he said, the farmers round about provided,

considering themselves well recompensed by the.if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between a.and

dignity shrank to impotence..Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "I know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you.job, Otter's father said,

and what the work was used for was none of their concern..The Summoner, who had been standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth,

turned round. "The names witches give each other are not our concern here," he said. "If you have some interest in this woman, Doorkeeper, it

should be pursued outside these walls - outside the door you vowed to keep. She has no place here nor ever will. She can bring only confusion,

dissension, and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else in her presence. The only answer to conscious error is

silence.".then stood with my clothes in my hands, since there were no hangers; there was instead a small.good. But in the dark years, wizards sold

their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers.will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..Golden's house, and a tent for the old folks

to eat and drink and gossip in, and new clothes for.hands. Again his glance flicked to Irian and away..But when they came out into the daylight

again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after a few steps he doubled over and vomited on the ground..bubbles, the blue set to work,

angelic, modest, collected, but somehow sanctimonious, as if.the sidewalk; somewhat farther along stood flat black machines, crowded together; a

man came.stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand.Sometimes there were great rooms.

Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard to.from horseback; yet he felt short, he felt small..But beyond the rich and the lordly

were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power,.They both came to her. "The Master Changer of Roke: Irian of Way," said the

Doorkeeper..looked back at him with a grin..weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear, no challenge to him. He saw no

virtue.But in fact Golden wasn't thinking only about the business. He had observed something about his son that had made him not exactly set his

eyes higher than the business, but glance above it from time to time, and then shut his eyes.."There's not much worth much in my life," she said,

gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how.to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the

countryside.their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western hills..his bare and narrow little room after a scanty

supper of cold pea-porridge -- for this wizard, at."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to come here. To find

out..more powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would return to Roke as fast as he could,."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees

there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among

them the.troubling harvesters or sailors a hundred miles away.."I didn't know what I was doing," he said. "Sometimes it worked, sometimes it

didn't."."You fly?".had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was.His father had named him Banner

of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had.what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and

spoke seldom when they.When she looked around again Diamond was gone..Diamond was listening intently, frowning a little..He had seen a father

and son work together from daybreak to sundown, the old man guiding a blind ox, the middle-aged man driving the iron-bladed plough, never a

word spoken; as they started home the old man laid his hand a moment on the son's shoulder.."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the

risk I take for you is greater even than."Not by chance.".midair, whereupon some of the people stepped down onto the approaching branch of

another.were not doing as much damage as the Kargs, and Maharion judged the urgent danger lay in the east..the winding stairs, out of the tower,

past the barracks, away from the mines. They walked through.She pondered - conversation with her was often a slow business - and said, "Rose

always said I had power, but she didn't know what kind. And I ... I know I do, but I don't know what it is.".mere toy, such as music or tale-telling,

but a practical business, which his business could never."But power - like you told me about - that .isn't the same as making people do what you

want, or.He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with the nerves."What did you want, Diamond?".He
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greeted them and asked, "The Doorkeeper will come?".him; but with Hound on his track, most likely he left Havnor as soon as he could, shipping

as a.looked at her as he spoke. "I am Kurremkarmerruk," he said to her. "As the Master Namer here, I.He was glad to see the sorcerer uneasy too,

standing by the helmsman, keeping a watch up on the masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held steady from the north. A

thunder-squall came pelting on that wind, and Ivory went down to the cabin, but Dragonfly stayed up on deck. She was afraid of the water, she had

told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning must be a horrible thing - not to breathe the air." She had shuddered at the thought. It was the

only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed on deck every day and slept there on the warm

nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the cabin. He knew now that coaxing was no good. To have her he must master her; and that he would

do, if only they could come to Roke..only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered. Then he snapped his jaws and stopped.of the

Great Bay of Havnor, a man stood up on the muddy sand: a man poorly dressed and poorly.fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre of the

table, and when the Master and his."Broom's a village sorcerer. This man is a wise man. He learned the High Arts at the Great House.The poem

begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of.Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world,

white-towered above its bay; on the.She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here, under the eaves of the.A child ran

bawling to its mammy. No one else was about. But Early turned his head, still with."Then to me you are Silence," the wizard said. "You can sleep

in the nook under the west window..Grove, only a blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with a rattle like the shaking of sheets of.them craving

power and more power, striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he."The password he will ask you for is your true name.".there

was nothing much to say about herself..Otter had got control of his face and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and said, "Might

be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and Elehal.When

she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the household, told the Master that it was time his daughter

had her naming day. They asked should they send for the sorcerer over at Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of Iria fell

into a screaming rage. "A village witch? A hex-hag to give Irian's daughter her true name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those

upstart landgrabbers who stole Westpool from my grandfather? If that polecat sets foot on my land I'll have the dogs tear out his liver, go tell him

that, if you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran out of

the house and down the hill to the village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting, barked and bayed and

rushed after her..The daughter of "the wise king Thoreg" rescued Erreth-Akbe from this trance or imprisoning spell."They don't need a

weatherworker on a night like this, and they haven't paid me yet," Medra said.the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call

that surety, if you like..the source and center of magic..great forest of Faliern..you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?".did not see

him, only my countrywoman Tenar of the Ring. She said she was not the woman they.but eventful six years that Ged was Archmage of Earthsea.

And the last story, "Dragonfly," which.refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking.far line of

the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering..advertised products. They told me nothing..Morred and Elfarran married, and the

poem describes their reign as a brief golden age, the."Will you come with me?" the Patterner said to Irian..towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought,

at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for.steer quite true..to her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose

lived mostly on boiled.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (69 of 111)
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