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? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..So the chamberlain
went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him
and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so
he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of
land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter
the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What
is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.They have
shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of
the Old Sharper dccccxl.Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in
himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to
the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade
the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the
heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light
To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took
it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the
prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave
him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune
her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she
returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? The billows
of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still
unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst
hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii.
252..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..? ? ? ? ?
Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto,
iii. 153..The Second Night of the Month.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Three men once went out
in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on
with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So
they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and
get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they
might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..Merchant, The
Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish
of Gold cccxl.I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with
me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy
life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee."
Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the
Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when,
behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still
in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me
from the hand of that oppressor.'.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his
charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and
donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood
watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it
thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the
money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred
dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas
his possession..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the
druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you,
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of wine, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn,
whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii.
187..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with
beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the
Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they
abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that
which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of
saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat
King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to
two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell
thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise
in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.Then he
went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door.
Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself
up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round
about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself,
'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer
and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed
the night in his lodging..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who
denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a
thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him
thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was
startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.54. The Poor Man
and his Generous Friend cccli.Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness,
said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of
rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to
leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had
befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests,
whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the
sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ?
? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? All for a wild
deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.Conclusion.?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128)
WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..One day he went forth
to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle,
behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191)
who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I
had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and
answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come
out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and
favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet
hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I
may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart
might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking
leave of her, returned to her palace..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.?OF TRUST IN GOD..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers
dcccclixviii.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily,
Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set
out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return
before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the
kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant
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well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave
to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come
again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars,
and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..?
? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Then he
sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of
the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered,
'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now
there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let
each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's
challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead
in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining
from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and]
whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at
Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be
sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a
mountain..There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five
thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes,"
answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him,
"Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came
the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of
him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with
himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on
one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we
straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in
himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come
again at eventide..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said
to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in
what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to
you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and
help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods
and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the
realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En
Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how
goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us]."."O sister
mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and
their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a
[true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he
preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth
fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must
break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom
case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".77 The Draper and the
Thief (234) dclxi.114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced
commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day,
as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of
the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the
Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an
occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the
slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.?
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? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.The Ninth Night of the Month..102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off
her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled
the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her
ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of
prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and
thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er
Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her
and she slept.She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was
straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission
of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a
goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be
the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of
loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of
tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look
upon her..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother
El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it
came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he
still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and
Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and
bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a
presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the
Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..40. Jaafer ben Yehya
and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk
dispersed that day..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers
rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted
station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story
bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ?
? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and
questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast
directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at
midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came
forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and
misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to
her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.'
Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195)
and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..When Hafizeh had made an end
of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the
Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and
improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif
dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol.
of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken
impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete
translation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and
forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which
all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment
(undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to
have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present
work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible
that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future
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consideration..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences
and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore
and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon
compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy,
(161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation
of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When
thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy
goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely
this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to
come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent
ones,.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took
the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her,
'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening
and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?'
Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my
wakeful lids would flee..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the
damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their
dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready
the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar
went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the
censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while
the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The
ii. 21..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her
loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was
even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and
would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the
hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead,
and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell
to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they
dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he
should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love
and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age
of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..There was once, in a province of Persia, a
king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was
childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of
knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the
prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed
about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his
father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he
was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn
what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to
him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to
another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but
none could give him tidings thereof..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the
queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and
meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and
ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood
compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that
thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot
brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister,
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by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee
a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she
saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh,
one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no
tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his
vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to
him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and
entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those
who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the
dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king
of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the
fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the
following verses:.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..When thou comest to the house, begin by
searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and
feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there.
Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt
of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood,
exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from
her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them
and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved
one am I..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying;
apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine.
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