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Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak

he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..55. The

Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..87. El Mamoun and the

Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at

the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and

forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the

Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and

the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in

this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that

this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou

desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".King (The

Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their

enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and

treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they

fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said

to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to

the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my

lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? e. The

Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was

favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ? ? ? ? What strength have I

solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed;

But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A

PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon

the necks to raise it men delight..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and

seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in

the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting

tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her

were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth

before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and

calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of

the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received

him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing

make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade

bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and

make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold

and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and

flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner

pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before

him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to

delight..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day

forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all

spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head

rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon

widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..Then I sang

and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour

of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not

going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He
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shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of

merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,

unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,

"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay

down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time

of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket

about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver,

saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I,

"Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou

wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and

presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God

who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to

boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And

thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me."

(32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn

took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all

that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the

wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that

which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S

STORY.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present

"Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed

(Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents

of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one

another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table,

the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of

the Night on which it is begun..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she

was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which

Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry

her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When this came to the king's

knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote

him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married

her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to

serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race,

display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had

been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a

dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the

prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no

power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there

any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison,

saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no

disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out,

bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his

favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? d. The

Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a

good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which

she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from

within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and

sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the

name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it

neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul
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smell in it..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the

money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit

down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money

and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass

for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his

own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy

neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof

they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story

of the Portress xviii.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the

eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine

eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to

perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou

slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel

to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself

with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before

her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..The Tenth Night of the Month..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put

off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them,

covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of

Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and

presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide."

"Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game

may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on

the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his

possession..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More

soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by

name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and

enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on

whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst

this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but

now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen.

Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou

wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and

Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.David and Solomon, i. 275..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..48. Haroun Er Reshid with

the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in

vain..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..O amir

of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE

ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame,

have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue

of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and

repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".When King Shah Bekht heard

this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was

blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him

a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave

birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle

or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the

beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and

polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the

kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii.

171..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she

returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and
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fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted

him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he

forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him

and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on

to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and

said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the

youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew

that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit

thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and

questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred

jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words

and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie

down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine

honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".?

? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.For the uses of food I

was fashioned and made, ii. 223..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story

dccccxxxix.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after

which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May

God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but

henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol

jubilant from every blossomed spray..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an

exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played,

that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of

repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth

of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he

knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder

troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved

[unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he

and his troops..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her

of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and

bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and

when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee

mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch

her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian

said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved

her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay

me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I

awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her

tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by

her talk.'.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So the

girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying

and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O

my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may

propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire

nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for

thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou

now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".On the fourth

day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade

admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service

to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then
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said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented

unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I

disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me

with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for

women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself

with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest

therewith whom ye will.'.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement

long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five

cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till

the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him

a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and

the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the

boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..Then said he to

her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif,

whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Fair

patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with

me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to

him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl

from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel

opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the

old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed.

Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I

come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent

friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel,

'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait]

till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up

came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast

bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass

and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought

and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined

and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him],

and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary

of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and

dispersed..71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the

vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his

lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Meanwhile, King

Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they

presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So

he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out

for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city

and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to

the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..145. The Bedouin and his Wife

dcxci.? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of

God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have

snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart

among the amorous race.".Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of

the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went,

whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue

was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest

thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers,
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indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a

sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Thou that wast absent

from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him

and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled

in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the

Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after

Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy

Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing

men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and

long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women

and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly

mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? Yea,

and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..When the king

heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the

horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and

scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were

four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said

ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris.
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