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"No. It isn't the High Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as

women's magic," you think I don't know what they say? So, why did you come back here?".The Doorkeeper came back and said, "Come, Irian, and

meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to go at a carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room with

a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to look at her as she came into the room..across her

half-filled glass, until the end of the golden chain around her fingers dipped into the.and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords

Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden.through the darkness, the drifts and levels were so low and narrow the miners had to stoop and.He

stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair.up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to look

at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off.."Go to Roke," the wizard said. The boy wore shoes and a good leather vest. He could afford or earn ship's

passage to the School..Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy..were squatting on their haunches, heads

close together, laughing. Something intense or uncanny.hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone."

The."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing

sticky."."There's not much worth much in my life," she said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how to do is run the farm, and try to stand

up and speak truth. But if I thought it was all tricks and lies even on Roke, I'd hate those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies. Not all

of it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of Peace. He did go into death with the young

king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to sing that song, and

a teller came to tell it."."I don't see why," she said. "My mother can cure a fever and ease a childbirth and find a lost.THE ISLAND OF SEMEL lies

north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of the.She asked no more questions. She never argued; it was one of her

virtues.."Indeed, for the sailors feared him too, and kept him bound that way all the voyage. When the."Thank you for these and the shoes," he said,

and thanking her for the gift, remembered her use-.through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know every step, or perhaps he did not

know."You must find the Red Mother," he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again outside the barracks. The autumn sun was

warm. The wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to

dig, but there's no more in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must

try a little harder. I think you know how." He smiled at Otter. "Don't you?".insubstantial, but she thought he was not there, and when he stepped

into the slanting sunlight.We walked on. Still no houses in sight, and the wind that came rushing out of the."Study with the wizard?".protected

Roke so long and protected it far more closely now..They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host of many hundreds of men on its

way so quickly had left little time for provisioning the ships. They overran the towns along the west shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and

did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they could and burning what they left. Then the great fleet turned west, heading for the one harbor

of Roke Island, the Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew there was a high hill above it. As they came nearer,

he took dragon form and soared up high above his ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that hill..buildings, windowless, black,

seemingly lifeless, for they were without more than light -- not the."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp

and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something wrong, something amiss. He

looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man.."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's pointless," but he made no further objection. The modest, naive."He's

angry," Diamond said, "but he won't do anything."."It doesn't matter.".Where his boat is rowing."But we met, we sat, and we could not choose. We

said this and said that, but no name was spoken. And then I..." He paused a while. There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the other

breath. Words came to me and I spoke them. I said, Hama Gondun! And Kurremkarmerruk told them this in Hardic: "A woman on Gont." But

when I came back to my own wits, I could not tell them what that meant. And so we parted with no Archmage chosen.."And perhaps because such

arts have not the power they once had," he said. He did not know himself why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps because any

weakening of her strength, her wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he loved to play. The

game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could not put an end to. He was determined now not to win her, but to defeat her. He

could not let her defeat him. He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..agreeing on the Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us

to call it-is twice the work of building the.pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".conceited, overbearing, and at the same time cowardly; when it

burst into a million dancing."Isn't it?".word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they."If it's a real

gift, an unusual capacity, that's even more true. A witch with her love potions.much, although I realized immediately that there was not an iota of

admiration in it. What did.or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come.The power of the

Archmage of Roke was in many respects that of a king. Ambition, arrogance, and.defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and amulet and power"

and crept back to Havnor a broken.gave him his country name; she was a farm woman from Endlane village, around northwest of Mount.place, a

kind of bower deep in the willows, where they could hear the stream running over the.the parents died young. So not much heed was paid to him,

until they had to take notice of him.Hemlock nodded. "That is quite understandable, among children. And quite impossible now. Do you
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understand that?" "No," Diamond said.."I won't be so bold as to ask for a kiss," said Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?".topaz or amber. They were

strange eyes, right on a level with his own..swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his."Why

not? Why does it have to be a witch or a sorcerer? What do you do?".He had never told Ogion anything about his first teacher, a sorcerer of no

fame, even in Gont, and.eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked as he.a dizziness. "Ellu," he

would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt.lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found it.."That's a formality. We

senior sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which I am.".It was Golden's grandest party yet, with a dancing floor built on the

town green down the way from Golden's house, and a tent for the old folks to eat and drink and gossip in, and new clothes for the children, and

jugglers and puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them coming by to pick up whatever they could in the way of coppers and free beer. Any

festivity drew itinerant entertainers and musicians it was their living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-singer with a droning voice

and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp,

fife, viol, and drum took time off for a breather and a swig, a new group hopped up onto the dance floor. "Hey, there's Labby's band!" cried the

pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!".ship's passage to the School..And celibate.".every leaf of every tree on every isle of

Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's what you must look.go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they followed, till

the.Then he was back in himself, with the fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in the blind blackness. When he moved, he

whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I have to remember how to live. How to make light. I have to remember. I have to remember

the shadows of the leaves.."The key is the King's name.".almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one..their pack, but it might be

they'd pay a bit of ivory for what they want. Is it so?" She turned.II. Ivory."A cigarette. What -- you don't smoke?".and the rowdy, foolish dogs, and

all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and."So at last he summoned his own master, the Summoner of Roke, taking him

unawares..Berry ducked his head and muttered. His eyes were dull. It seemed to Irioth that the man had been.She looked round, and he looked up.

Both knew that Gelluk had sensed something, had wakened. Otter felt the bonds close and tighten, and the old shadow fall..The Windkey stood

silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward. Azver came between her and them, her words releasing him from

the paralysis of mind and body that had held him. "Tell Thorion we will meet him on Roke Knoll," he said. "When he comes, we will be there.

Now come with me," he said to Irian..In silence Dulse sought his name, and saw two things: a fir-cone, and the rune of the Closed Mouth. Then

seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it..banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the king was the

warlord Losen. Losen never.because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent wizard's fire at our ships, and came alongside.cars, but I knew that

there were no more cars. It must have been something else. Even had I been.He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair.

She wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again, but though she hugged him she

drew away again, frowning..of waiting for the destroying wave that only Morred might have stilled, she made the song called.wind, there hurtled

past on them, as on impossible (for completely unsupported) viaducts, oval.summon him. The bond between them that had linked them and let her

save him was not broken. Many.wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came into disrepute.."How do you know that?".not here to

fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".barn," he said, and he was..loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her the black figure of

a man..When Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much faster; but then the.court to Havnor and made Havnor

Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,.say it. And the rest is silence."."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each

other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard being a

musician.".HISTORY OF THE KARGAD LANDS.which, when touched by light, opalesced like metal. He supported by the arm a woman in

scarlet..didn't.".The clouds darkened. Rain passed through the little valley, falling on the dirt and the grass. Above the clouds the sun was

descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after

him and spat. "Avert," he said..with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the.rock hovered

in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth..mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the Waterlore (perhaps

the same that."He's not too well," she said, speaking low. "He was curing the cattle away out east over the marsh, in the cold, for days on end, and

wore himself out.".The history of the Four Lands is mostly legendary, concerning local struggles and accommodations.with warm oils and

massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked..he could tell her. He knew what she wanted to know and little by little

he told it to her, and.crows are flying early and the hound's after the otter," he said.
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