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50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off
for Almsgiving cccxlviii.There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had
no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to
buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When
the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of
her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king
rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..When the king returned from his journey, he
questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and
wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played
traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a
trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart
cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was
troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O
vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she
favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its
purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant
weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.Unto its pristine lustre
your land returned and more, iii. 132..Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I
may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the
daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267)
nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful
wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded
to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".When the druggist heard the singer's
words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt,
whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him,
went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won
to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade
him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him
and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and
overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst
over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story
(236) iv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house.
When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the
Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went
into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black
and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will
discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and
behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with
elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA
(1839-42).77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is
she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;
whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken
cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,
and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in
beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On
this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from
him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.The Sixth Night of
the Month.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have
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patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much
longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door
thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed
forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat
down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground
way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand
behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that
the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and
despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the
goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El
Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons,
and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he
came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of
attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine,
how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say
concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the
better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it
away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young
man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..Thief and the
Woman, The, i. 278.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr
(85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and
required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat
ccl.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.So saying, he put his hand
to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not
abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set
food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof
till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant
brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the
house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his
neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my
lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of
livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..Accordingly, the servant carried this
message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the
servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the
drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee
to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from
her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in
fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world.
Amen.".?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas
dc.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two
pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it
is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can
this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said
what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth
but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward
and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against
breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl.
If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl
and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..All this while Meimoun's
eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun.
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Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried
out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou
shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh
Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said,
'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest
thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the
ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not
hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return
to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my
worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak.
Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for
thy life?'."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone
and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the
pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a
journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of
that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and
took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not
thrift..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in
his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he
should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he
should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said,
'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed
with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.On this wise they did
three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on
and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look
and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their
house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover
accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".? ? ?
? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's
Story cix.Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade
crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the
captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the
crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the
captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him
and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I
reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the
boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and
this is he.".Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both
stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till
she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with
talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two
bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine
other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her;
(40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? b.
The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..A
friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me,
"This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny
(124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened
upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will
tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in
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his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without
acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a
long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.When the
youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said
to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to
me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said
the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that
ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to
the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed
him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.'
They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of
that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto
thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of
the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and
the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i.
126..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose
Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of
your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the
punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death;
so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed
against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and
repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him
therein..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..Moreover, he gave her a
complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of
her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who
was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops
and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my
mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen
and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!),"
answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the
sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord,"
asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by
reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By
Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? What
strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her,
'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the
woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of
physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a
stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the
fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? And
horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.When the damsel (215) saw me in
this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave
ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with
her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and
deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is
she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself
and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner
sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and
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made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and
boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them
for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise
and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and
gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell
down..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they
saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin,
for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's
camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the
Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"
answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is
thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my
country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the
utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour.
The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of
Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229)
and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad,
and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to
their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company
of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground
before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the
viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King
Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his
brother..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away
what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou
hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these
elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the
matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I,
'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair,
on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they
come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.'A great theft had been committed in the city
and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them
some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on
the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we
came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came
the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was
like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him,
till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee,
O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of
ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and
quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him,
as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes
told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I
cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for
her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on
condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.'
So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him,
wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his
Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I
desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth,
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the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish
Weaver clii.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw,
and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a
vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage
interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like
of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head
awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that
thou make haste to put me to death.".85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To
slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it,
roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to
El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with
him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon,
with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass
description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had
smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..When Selim found himself in that sorry
plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now
returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.Meanwhile, El Abbas betook
himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents,
for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all
sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to
meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the
guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own
land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned
away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming;
so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the
merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And
the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him
no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to
his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and
launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth.
Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh
them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her
twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth
Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following
verses:.?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..One day, Ishac let bring all
who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh
and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When
she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like
in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of
death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..The Third Day..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and
he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in
it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would
have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.Conclusion.52. The Devout
Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home
again!.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..When I awoke
and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of
Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I
knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to
my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy
possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part
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us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..?THE
THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY.
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