
In The Ranks Of The Civ

IN THE RANKS OF THE CIV
"This is most incommensurate," Junior said, recalling the word from a vocabulary-improvement course, without need of ice applied to the

genitals..An exceptionally attractive woman, alone at the bar, stirred his desire. Glossy black hair: the tresses of night itself, shorn from the

sky.Agnes drew him into her arms and lifted him off the desk and embraced him tightly, with his head on her shoulder and his face nestled against

her neck, as she'd held him when he was a baby..Angel, however, focused on a point in the air above the table. Faint furrows marked her brow for a

moment, but then the frown gave way to a smile..Nevertheless, Thomas Vanadium's hostile ghost, that terrible prickly bur of stubborn energy,

wasn't done with Junior yet. Until Bartholomew was dead, the cop's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would keep coming back and coming back, and it

would surely grow more violent.."You did just fine, Tom, just fine," Agnes said in a consoling tone that she might have used with a boy whose

performance, at a piano recital, had been earnest but undistinguished. "We were all quite impressed.".Down the stairs, through the ground floor,

quickly, soundlessly, breath held at times, listening for the other's breathing, listening for the softest squeak of rubber-soled shoes, although the

hard clack of cloven hoofs and a whiff of sulfur would not have been surprising. At last he went to the kitchen, full circle from the shiny quarter on

the breakfast table to the quarter again. No Cain..Vanadium's vehicle, obviously not an official police sedan, was a blue 1961 Studebaker Lark

Regal. A dumpy and inelegant car, it looked as though it had been designed specifically to complement the stocky detective's physique..With the

determination of any pulp-magazine adventurer, Paul walked in sunshine and in rain. He walked in heat and cold. Wind did not deter him, nor

lightning..Junior and Naomi had taken their dried apricots from the same bag. Reached in the bag without looking. Shook them out into the palms

of their hands. She could not have controlled which pieces of fruit he received and which she ate..When he woke in- the morning, he raised his

head from the pillow to look at the alarm clock-and saw the twenty-five cents on his nightstand. Two dimes and a nickel.."He's an attorney, and this

grieving husband comes to him with a big liability case. There's money to be made.".Maybe he would get lucky, and an airliner would fall out of

the sky right now, right here, obliterating him in an instant.."Your father denies the rape ever occurred, apparently out of what I'd call a misguided

willingness to trust in divine justice.".Frowning, Angel studied the tasty strip of meat pinched between her fingers, reevaluating everything she

thought she knew about the source of bacon..To the foot of the bed slouched the third and final Hackachak: twenty-four-year-old Kaitlin, Naomi's

big sister. Kaitlin was the unfortunate sister, having inherited her looks from her father and her personality equally from both parents. A peculiar

coppery cast enlivened her brown eyes, and in a certain slant of light, her angry glare could flash as red as blood..He held forth the single red rose.

"For you. Not that it compares. No flower could.".support as he had only pretended to need it previously. He felt as if he had become the mere shell

of a man and that the right note would shatter him as a properly piercing tone can shatter crystal..Her life was so blessed that she could have dealt

with a horde of locusts, let alone a few mosquitoes..During the first months, the journeys were eight or ten miles: along the shoreline north and

south of Bright Beach, and inland to the desert beyond the hills. He left home and returned the same day..Twice would indicate a dangerous mania.

Three times would be indefensible. But once was healthy experimentation. A learning experience..From the far end of the table, Agnes said, "For

starters, Tom, we all want to hear about the rhinoceros and the other you.".Then from San Francisco International, through the fog-shrouded streets

of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was so high-210 over 126-that she was in a

hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other life-threatening complications..Nicholas Deed was not the knave. He had already

brought all the ruin into their lives that he was going to bring.."Apple juice, lime Jell-O, and four soda crackers," said the detective. "If you don't

have enough of a conscience to make you confess,.Draped across his midsection, the terrible cold weight had chilled his flesh; but now his bone

marrow prickled with ice at the thought of the birthmarked detective sitting silently in the dark, watching.  Junior would have preferred dealing

with Naomi, dead and risen and seriously pissed, rather than with this dangerously patient man..If he was left standing on the porch, the visitor

would circle the house, peering in windows where the drapes were not drawn, trying the doors in hope of finding one unlocked. Fearful that

Victoria was sick or injured, that perhaps she had slipped on a pat of butter and cracked her Mad against the comer of an open oven door, he might

try to force his way inside, break a window. Certainly he would go to the neighbors to call the police.."No pie!" Agnes agreed. She parenthesized

his head with her hands and punctuated his sweet face with kisses..He was, in fact, a first-rate driver, with an impeccable record at the age of thirty:

no traffic citations, no accidents..daughter's existence. Angel, if that's what she were eventually to be named, lived under a threat as surely as had

all the children of Bethlehem, who'd been slain according to the decree of King Herod. The baby curled one small hand around her aunt's index

finger. So tiny, fragile, she nonetheless gripped with surprising tenacity..Maybe the watch wouldn't be discovered with the corpse. Maybe it would

settle into the trash and not be found until archaeologists dug out the landfill two thousand years from now..Studying the brochure, Junior felt that

the best response to this artist's work was to go directly into the bathroom, stick one finger down his throat, and purge himself. Considering his

medical history, however, he couldn't afford to be such an expressive critic..Leaving Spruce Hills, Junior thought he was putting distance between

himself and his enigmatic enemy, gaining time to study the county phone directory and to plan his continuing search if that avenue of investigation

brought him no success. Instead, he had walked right into his adversary's lair..On his nightstand, he found an envelope evidently placed there by

Hanna, after she'd taken it from his pharmacy smock, which he had given her to launder. The envelope contained the letter about Agnes Lampion

that Paul had written to Reverend White in Oregon..But both the Church and quantum physics contend there is no such thing. Coincidence is the
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result of mysterious design and meaning--or it's strange order underlying the appearance of chaos. Take your pick. Or, if you choose, feel free to

believe that they're one and the same..Although the mummifying fog wound white mysteries around even the most ordinary objects and wrapped

every citizen in anonymity, Vanadium preferred to approach the apartment building with utmost discretion. Whatever the length of his stay in this

place, he would never arrive or depart through the front door or even through the basement level garage-until perhaps his last day.."And," Joshua

cautioned, "you better prepare for a long day. I'm pretty sure Dr. Chan will want to consult with an oncologist.".In this case, he was sure that vanity

was not a fault, not the result of a swollen ego, but merely healthy self-esteem. That he was irresistible to women wasn't simply his biased opinion,

but an observable and undeniable fact, like gravity or the order in which the planets revolved t around the sun..His waitress was a cutie. She flirted

with him, and he knew he could have her if he wanted.."Don't you say that. The society isn't silly, especially not now. It's us, it's what we were and

how we are, and I do so much love everything that's us.".That same day, he dared to visit two galleries. Neither of them had a pewter candlestick on

display..The man's voice echoed hollowly in Junior's ears, as if coming from the far end of a tunnel. Or from the terminus of a death-row hallway,

on the long walk between the last meal and the execution chamber.."God bless us, every one," Agnes repeated with all her extended family, and

after a sip of the wine, she made an excuse to check on something in the kitchen, where she pressed hot tears into a cool, slightly damp dishtowel to

prevent the telltale swelling of her eyes.."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid for those seats. When the third machine starts whizzing coins at

him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed, remembering..Already another contraction racked her, so

intense that the pain was not limited to her lower back and abdomen, but seared the length of her sphic, like an electric current leaping vertebra to

vertebra. Her breath pinched in her chest as though her lungs had collapsed..In fifty years, until Angel, Tom had found no other like himself and

now a second in little more than a week. "I can't do what you did.".The only light came from a reading lamp. An adjustable brass shade directed the

light down onto a chair.."Mommy, watch!" He turned in the deluge with his arms held out from his sides. "Not scary!".He slipped the card out from

under the change, turned it over. A joker. Printed in red block letters across the card was a name, BARTHOLOMEW..Knickknacks and mementos

were not to be found anywhere in the house. And until now Junior had seen nothing hanging on the barren walls except a calendar in the

kitchen..While you're trying to decide, hand me a knife, and I'll cut your jugular you brainless medical-school dropout..Although only half the

stools at the counter were occupied, and none of those close to Junior, customers were seated in most of the booths. Some had their backs to him,

and three were about Vanadium's size..If Vanadium appeared among these men, Junior would not only puke out the contents of his stomach, but

also would disgorge his internal organs, every last one of them, and spew up his bones, too, until he emptied out everything within his skin..When

Bartholomew first said "Kay-jub," and held out one hand toward his uncle, Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness..Indeed, as Celestina

and the kid reached the foot of the steps to this second house, Bartholomew pointed, and the woman turned to look back. She appeared to stare

straight at the Mercedes, though the fog made it impossible for Junior to be sure..As she tucked the bedclothes around him again, she said, "Barty, I

don't think you should let anyone else see how you can walk in the rain without getting wet. Not Edom and Jacob. Not anyone at all. And anything

else special that you discover you can do ... we should keep it a secret between you and me.".And when she finally looked directly at him, blinked

at him, her lashes flicking off a spray of fine droplets, Agnes saw that Barty was dry. Not a single jewel of rain glimmered in his thick dark hair or

on the baby-smooth planes of his face. His shirt and sweater were as dry as if they had just been taken off a hanger and from a dresser drawer. A

few drops darkened the legs of the boy's khaki pants--but Agnes realized this was water that had dripped from her arm as she'd reached across him

to adjust the vent..Never before had she put faith in any form of prognostication. In the whispery falling of those twelve cards, however, she heard

the faint voice of truth, not quite a coherent truth, not as clear a message as she might have wished, but a murmur that she couldn't ignore.."I'm a

less philosophical sort than Kathleen," Nolly said, "so what I've been wondering is where you learned the tricks with the quarter. How is it you're

priest, cop-and amateur magician?".At the elevators, the orderly suggested that Edom and Jacob take a second cab and meet them on the surgical

floor..Then the hero got in the sedan with his friends, and they drove away into the sun-splashed morning..Chastened by these recent events, he

vowed to stop meditating, to void all passive responses to the challenges of life. He must explore the unknown rather than flinch from it in fear.

Besides, through his explorations, he would prove that the unknown was all just tapioca or applesauce, or whatever..Friday, after dinner, when he'd

heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and that

aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for Barty the most favorable first

eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron chains.."Does

my dad like Christmas?" Barty asked, sitting on the grave grass in front of the headstone..He backed toward the hall door, watching as the fire

spread. After lingering until certain that the house would soon be a seething pyre, he finally sprinted along the hall to the front door..Her first year

at college, she had hoped only to be able one day to earn a living as an illustrator for magazines or on the staff of an advertising agency. A career in

the fine arts, of course, was every painter's fantasy, the full freedom to explore her talent; but she would have been grateful for the realization of a

much humbler dream. Now, she was just twenty-three, and the world hung before her like a ripe plum, and she seemed able to reach high enough to

pluck it off the branch..Then Junior saw the blood on the right cuff of Vanadium's shirt. Blood dripping from his hand, too..He turned the knob.

The door eased inward, but he pushed it open only a fraction of an inch..The birthmarked man identified himself as Detective Thomas Vanadium.

He did not use the familiar, diminutive form of his name, as had the doctor, and his voice was as uninflected as his face was flat and
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homely..Celestina expected to be taken to a waiting room, but instead the nun escorted her to surgical prep..Junior knew that he must remain

vigilant. Vigilant and focused until January 12 had come and gone. Eight days to go..Junior had expected these singular creatures, and he needed

them to be as monstrous as they had always been in the past. Nonetheless, he shrank back against his pillows in dismay when they exploded into

the hospital room. Their faces were as fierce as those of painted cannibals coming off a fast. They gestured emphatically, spitting expletives along

with tiny bits of lunch dislodged from their teeth by the force of their condemnations.."Oh, that's me, all right. I'm on the FBIs most-wanted list for

criminal pie jostling."."This is Detective Bellini, with the San Francisco Police Department. Is everything all right there?".His mother tried to

explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and what's one of us to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it

from you is strong enough to kill you for it. Keep it hid. And keep away from great people and their crafty men!".He was astonished that adoption

records would be sealed and so closely guarded when a child was being placed with a member of its immediate family, with its mother's

sister..Edom would have judged this a perfect day-except for the earthquake weather. He was convinced that the Big One would bring the coastal

cities to ruin before twilight..He did wonder why he had chosen this night of all nights to become even a more fearless adventurer, rather than a

month ago or a month hence. Instinct told him that he'd felt the need to test himself, that a crisis was fast approaching, and that to be ready for it, he

must be confident that he could do what had to be done when the crunch came. Slipping into sleep, Junior suspected that Prosser might have been

less lark than preparation..Yet he didn't fault himself for a lack of sensitivity. He'd met this woman only once before. He wasn't emotionally

invested in her as he had been in sweet Naomi..On Friday evening, he had arranged for the drawing of the aces, but he had not stacked the

subsequent twelve cards to provide for the selection of four identical knaves at three-card intervals. He'd sat in stunned.To prove himself, he read a

little of Dickens when she requested it, a passage from Great Expectations. Then a passage from Twain..Again he fired into the lock, squeezed the

trigger a second time, and discovered that no rounds remained in the magazine. Extra cartridges were distributed in his pockets..After undressing

for the night, he sat on the edge of the bed for a while, rubbing the coin between the thumb and forefinger of his right hand, brooding about Thomas

Vanadium. He tried rolling it across his knuckles; he dropped it repeatedly..With the great tree ninety degrees to his left, he was able to locate the

back-porch steps at forty-five degrees. He pointed with the cane, which otherwise he had not used. "The porch?".The moment that the roof of the

car vanished beneath the water, Junior hurried away, retracing on foot the route he had driven. He didn't have to go all the way back to Vanadium's

place, only to the dark house where he'd left Victoria Bressler. He had a date with a dead woman..obsessed with humanity's sorry penchant for

destroying itself either by intention or ineptitude--491 suffocated and burned alive on an evening meant for champagne and revelry..Harmless

though they were, the sight of them, swaddled and for the most part concealed, first troubled him and then quickly brought him --inexplicably,

irrationally, undeniably--to the trembling edge of outright fear..There was an otter in our brook.which was tied a gift tag bearing a hand-printed

message: With our compliments. Thanks for your business..The Benediction service had concluded, and the worshipers had departed. Gone, too,

were the priest and the altar boys..In the foyer again, about six feet inside the front door, he stood the wineglass on the floor. He placed the bottle of

Merlot beside the glass, the red rose beside the bottle..After adjusting the hairpin that held her lace mantilla, Maria passed from the narthex into the

nave She dipped two fingers in the holy water that glimmered in the marble font, and crossed herself.."Supposing he's senile, wouldn't he possibly

think you were his long- lost brother or someone?".Paul recalled the letter he had written to Reverend Harrison White a couple weeks after the

death of Joey Lampion. He'd carried it home from the pharmacy on the day that Perri died, to ask for her opinion of it. The letter had never been

mailed.."Nothing of the kind." Agnes smiled at Barty and wiggled her finger in his grip. "They've always been my salvation. I don't know what I'd

do without them.".After a silent moment of surprise, Nork or Knacker, or Hisscus, said, "Your sentiment is understandable, Mr. Cain, but it's

customary in these matters--"."It doesn't have to be grand," she said, with a seductive leer, "but if we're going to wait, then the wedding better be

soon.".After Victoria had departed, Junior lay smiling at the ceiling, floating on Valium and desire. And vanity..Junior was at critical depth. The

psychological pressure was at least five thousand pounds per square inch and growing by the second. Implosion imminent.."From 1604 through

1610, Erzebet Bathory, sister of the Polish king, with the assistance of her servants, tortured and killed six hundred girls. She bit them, drank their

blood, tore their faces off with tongs, mutilated their private parts, and mocked their screams.".Several large Dumpsters hulked nearby, dark

rectangles less seen than suggested in the slowly churning murk, like forms in a dream, as ominous as graveyard sarcophaguses, each as suitable for

a musician's carcass as any of the others..when red aces weft followed by disturbing jacks, Agnes had pretended to take her son's card-told fortune

lightly, especially the frightful part of it. In fact, a coldness had twisted through her heart..When the attorney finally came on the line, he sounded

put-upon, as though Junior were the equivalent of a troublesome toe that he would like to shoot off..Abruptly alert, sitting up on the edge of the

bed, Celestina knew the caller could not be the comatose old woman, so she said angrily, "Who the hell is this?".Extending his hand, watching the

pianist closely, Junior said, "My name's Richard Gammoner.".He heard her explain that the title of the exhibition had been inspired by one of her

father's sermons, which aired on a nationally syndicated weekly radio program more than three years ago. This wasn't a religious program, per se,

but rather one concerned with a search for meaning in life; it usually broadcast interviews with contemporary philosophers as well as speeches by

them, but from time to time featured a clergyman. Her father's sermon received the greatest response from listeners of anything aired on the

program in twenty years, and three weeks later, it was rerun by popular demand..This wasn't art. This was pandering, mere illustration, more

suitable for painting on velvet than on canvas.."The quarter in the sandwich," Nolly said, because that was the first stunt that Simon Magusson had
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paid him to perform..The stump was capped at the end of the internal cuneiform, depriving Junior of everything from the metatarsal to the tip of the

toe. He was delighted with this result, because successful reattachment would have been a calamity..He half expected to hear Thomas Vanadium in

the distance, softly singing "Someone to Watch over Me.".into darkness, Celestina sat down to dinner with her mother and her father in the dining

room of the parsonage..After the amusement park, no hospital for the Pie Lady. With Wally near, she had a doctor all her own, capable of giving

her the anticancer drugs and transfusions that she required. While radiation therapy is prescribed for acute lymphoblastic leukemia, it is much less

useful to treat myeloblastic cases, and in this instance, it wasn't deemed helpful, which made treatment at home even easier.
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