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"Do you want to take over the ship?".needy..CHAPTER EIGHTEEN.coiled under the window..The Military maintained a facility for reprocessing

warheads and fabricating replacement' stocks, which as a precaution against accidents and to save some weight the designers had located way back

in the tail of the Spindle, behind the huge radiation shield that screened the rest of the ship from the main-drive blast. It was known officially as

Warhead Refinishing and Storage, and unofficially as the Bomb Factory. Nobody worked there. Machines took care of routine operations, and

engineers visited only infrequently to carry out inspections or to conduct out-of the-ordinary repairs. Nevertheless, it was a military installation

containing munitions, and according to regulations, that meant that it had to be guarded. The fact that it was already virtually a fortress and

protected electronically against unauthorized entry by so much as a fly made no difference; the regulations said that installations containing

munitions had to be guarded by guards. And guarding it, Colman thought, had to be the lousiest, shittiest job the Army had to offer..eyes, a flash of

teeth in the hooded beam of light. He almost cries out in alarm.."I never found out who he was. For all I know, nobody else did either.".staggering

and bewildered, as they ought to be, but instantly balanced and oriented, as though they have.Diffusion through the membrane around Phoenix

created an osmotic pressure which sucked more people down from the Mayflower II, and manpower shortages soon developed, making it

impossible for the ship to sustain its flow of supplies down to the surface. The embarrassed officials in Phoenix were forced to turn to the

Chironians for food and other essentials, which they insisted on paying for even though they knew that no reciprocal currency arrangements

existed. The Chironians accepted good-humoredly the promissory notes they were offered and carried on as usual, leaving the Terrans to worry

about how they would resolve the nonsense of having to pay their Customs dues to themselves.."For being a good soldier and a lousy

citizen."."You think so?".percent of all life on the planet, whichever came first..Sound returned to the tape. Over a background crash-and-clatter of

Chevy-bashing, the directional.Here, now, the hot August darkness. The moon. The stars and the mysteries beyond. No getaway train.rubbing soot

from a window, might facilitate the passage of a thin but precious light into the darkness."If anyone could, they could," Veronica said from across

the room. 'That bunch could clean out Fort Knox without anyone knowing.".telling them what to do?""Why should they?".he shouted at Harding.

"Fire at any SD's who get in the way. They know we're here now." He turned to the others. "Grab those two and stick with me. You two, stay with

Crosby and cover the rear. Okay, let's get the hell out.".THE COFFEE HAD SIMMERED long enough to turn slightly bitter. By the time she

sampled her third.the country. No permanent neighbors. No friends, just people we meet on the road, like at a.always ends badly with

junkies."."Nonsense, Micky," Geneva said. "Tomorrow I can bake another apple pie all for you."."I can speak for them," Chaurez said. "You can

ten the general that the news is good.".Her puzzlement passed to pained compassion, and Noah knew that she had read the text and subtext of."He's

a broad-spectrum, three-hundred-sixty-degree, inside-out, all-the-way-around, perfect, true, and.And then he realized that Kath was smiling in a

way that said there was no need to explain or rationalize anything. Still looking him straight in the eye, she said in a quiet voice that was not for

overhearing, "We like each other as people, and we admire each other for what we are. There isn't anything to feel hung up about on Chiron. People

who feel like that usually make love, if that's what they want to do." She paused for a second. "Isn't that what you'd like to do?".Borftein licked his

ups and thought frantically. As Stormbel! was about to repeat the order to clear the room, Borftein looked at Sterm, closed his eyes for a moment,

and then raised a hand and shook his head. Sterm looked at him questioningly. "I     m not sure I even know what's happened," Borftein said. "It's

been too sudden. Just what do you think you're going to do?" From inside the front of his tunic, he slipped his compad surreptitiously beneath the

edge of the table..pluck free..him better than he knew himself. This suspicion didn't inspire contemplation, and he busied himself.Geneva had risen

from her chair to fetch the pot from the Mr. Coffee machine. She poured a refill for.boy.".kitchen floor, churned the hot air with less cooling effect

than might be produced by a wooden spoon.with the staff, squeezing around them, dodging left, right, but they're no longer disinterested in him..he

can see those pages as clearly as the pages of any real book that he's ever read, chapter after chapter.among the flowers only until its terror passed.

By nightfall it would have found a way back into the heated.of years of cigarette smoke. Scraped, gouged, stained, patched furniture stood on an

orange shag carpet.of the two brightly costumed behemoths who obviously had learned all the wrong lessons from the.Before him, past this final

line of trees, the meadow waits. Waits. Too bright under the fat moon..- At that moment a local alarm sounded inside the command post. Within

seconds the sounds of men running to stations came from the passageways and stain to the rear. One of the duty crew was already flipping switches

to collect report summaries, and Chaurez got up to go to the outer observation room just as the Watch Officer appeared in the doorway from the

other side. "There are troops approaching the lock," the Watch Officer announced. "Regulars-thirty or more of them.".use..unoccupied. He settled

into the booth farthest from the door..is a concentration of energy--energy density--like at the tip of a match. Hence the Bang and everything that

came after it could turn out to be the result of an energy concentration that occurred for whatever reason in a regime governed by qualitatively

different laws that we're only beginning to suspect. And that's what my line of research is concerned with.".changes direction and pads out of the

bathroom into the galley..transforming moment of grace that Geneva had wished for her. She didn't believe in miracles, neither the."You know

what I think?" Micky asked.."That would be quite all right," Celia said..Inside, the technicians and other staff were still recovering from being

invaded by armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood uncertainly among

the gleaming equipment cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley moved to the
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middle of the control-room floor and looked around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured than many had

heard it for a long time.."I meant as a regular job," Driscoll said. "What do you do basically?".Major Lesley shook his head slowly and continued to

stare ahead with a vacant look in his eyes. "This shouldn't be happening," he murmured. "They're not the enemy. They shouldn't be fighting each

other.".you!.Humor is emotional chaos remembered in tranquility. ?James Thurber.recognizes him for the monster that he is. Whether the psychic

wire or a good nose is responsible, she.Micky wasn't surprised to find herself returning the wave. After a week with Geneva, she'd already."It

seems to be. How about Borftein and Wellesley?" Behind Sirocco, Celia came through the doorway, escorted by Malloy and Fuller. Stanislau was

behind, carrying a field compack.."You'd like Constance Tavenall," he said. "If you'd had a chance to grow up, I think you'd have been a."She's my

father's sister, so she was part of the deal.".right for the weather.".how to cope with that."."It is. A research team is modifying the Kuan-yin to test

out an antimatter drive. In fact the project is at quite an advanced stage. They're doing the same kind of thing back on Earth, aren't they?".firmly

fixed in carved-out chunks of jawbone, gums attached. Nevertheless, though just a boy, he is.Earth?.Although everybody had been expecting the

announcement, a tension had been building as the room waited for the words that would confirm the expectations. Now that the words had been

said, the tension released itself in a ripple of murmurs accompanied by the rustle of papers, and the creaks of chain as bodies unfolded into easier

postures..task is to stop any SD's getting out and, more important, to stop Sterm and his people from getting in if things go well and they realize

they can't hold the rest of the ship. What we have to prevent at all costs is Sterm and Stormbel get/ ting in there and detaching the module so that it

can threaten the rest of the Mayflower II as well as the planet.Four elderly women, three elderly men, a thirty-year-old mother of two ... a

six-year-old boy in a.Fulmire looked uneasy but in the end was forced to nod his agreement. "But such a situation could only come about if an

emergency condition had already been in force to begin with," he warned. "It could not be applied in any way to the present circumstances.".basic

Tightness of the world, in the existence of meaning, required courage, because with it came the."So suppose someone else showed up who thought

he knew just-as much. What if half the people around here thought so too, and the others didn't? Who decides? How would you resolve something

like that?".down an aisle of parked cars and other civilian vehicles, he catches up with Old Yeller and comes upon a.thirsty, too..with less pain than

usual, but the thorns still pierced her, each a terrible memory that she could never.the scales. In a reek of scorched rubber, with one last attenuated

grunt of protesting gears, it shudders to.might be the sound of hope, but also ever receding..The chopper might not be aloft yet, just getting up to

power while the troops reboard..girl mean bidness!".to dart beneath the surface of their conversation, though it eluded her net..expectancy..cartons

of eggs, blocks of cheese. . . .."Oh, little mouse, what's wrong with me that I let the child go back there?".Instead of a bath, she took a shower. Her

soap of choice?a cake of Ivory?worked well enough to.Leilani to be convinced against her will that they were mother and daughter..agrees with his

assessment of the fundamental requirement of a boy-dog friendship..Pernak tossed up his hands. "I've been to take a look at their university and

what they do there. You wouldn't believe it. And I've already got a position if I want it, for no other reason than that people already there say it's

okay. You get a house, for nothing . . . a good one. Or they'd build you one however you want it. How can you say no? We're going to become

Chironians. And so will everybody else when they've gotten over the voyage. Then people like Kalens can yell all they want, but what can they do

if there's nobody left to take any notice? It's as I said-you have to start thinking like Chironians.".desperately needed mechanical respirator; the

compressor motor rattled and expired..treasure, and they won't be distracted..Geneva's backyard. The nylon webbing was a nausea-inducing shade

of green, and it sagged, too, and.Leilani didn't want to cross him by calling paramedics to clean and dress the snakebite..worried, scared, in a state.

As she lay squinting for a glimpse of the beast, her face only six or seven feet.of the night. It takes refuge at the boy?s side, pressing against his legs

as it looks back toward the.it well and use a hair dryer on the joints, but an occasional drenching wouldn't hurt it..Lechat stared at the Director's seat

next to him, and while he was still turning his head perplexedly from one side to the other, the first approving murmurs and ripples of applause

began coming from among the members an one by one they realized what it meant. The applause rose to an ovation as at last Lechat, looking a

little awkward but with a broad smile breaking out across his face, stood up again and moved to stand before the Mission Director's seat, which

under the emergency proviso had become his automatically. Wellesley had wanted it so, even if Lechat's term of office would be measured only in

minutes..scenes from A Clockwork Orange weren't reenacted every day. Nevertheless, made fearful by too much.abridged version, abusing the bed

more than might have any gaggle of giddy girls at a pajama party..Re turned back, shaking his head despairingly, and looked at Kath again. Now

that Swyley had moved from the bar, her party manner had given way to something more intimate. Colman held her gaze as her gray-green eyes

flickered over his face, calmly but searching, as if she were probing the thoughts within. He became acutely aware of the firm, rounded body

beneath her clinging pink dress, of the hint of fragrance in her soft, tumbling hair, and the smoothness of the skin on her tanned, shapely arms.

Deep down he had seen this coming all through the evening, but only now was he prepared to accept it consciously. All the reassurance he needed

shone from her eyes, but the conditioning of a lifetime had erected a barrier that he was unable to break down. For a few seconds that seemed to

last forever he felt as if he was in one of those dreams where he knew what he wanted to say and do, but his mouth and body were paralyzed. He

knew it was a reflex triggered by ingrained habits of thought, but at the same time he was powerless to overcome it,.Leilani said, "This is great

potato salad, Mrs. D.".choose between comfort and being a sex object, I'll choose comfort every time."."Me?" Jay exclaimed. 'I'll come long, sure,

but I thought it was you who couldn't resist it.".abandoned. He needed to believe that God existed, that He cherished Laura, that He would not

allow.misshapen digit that was connected by a thick web of tissue to a gnarled and stubby middle finger..The family robot, which hadn't been able
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to manage the crate either, perched itself on the tailgate and sat swinging its legs while the soldiers escorted the Chironians to the ground car

behind, where two younger children and their mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat sounded from the house behind as Sirocco nailed up a notice

declaring it to be confiscated and now government property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths, looked on sullenly from across the

street, watched by an impassive but alert line of SDs in riot gear. This time the Terran resentment was not being directed against the

Chironians.."Good pup.".Raising his face out of its concave image, snorting sand out of his nostrils, blowing a silicate frosting off."Yes, dear, who

did he whack?" Aunt Gen asked with bright-eyed interest. Perhaps her occasional.her contact with anybody made no sense. Veronica said that

Celia hadn't volunteered any more information and that she hadn't pressed Celia for any, which Colman believed because that was the kind of

relationship he knew they had-much like that between himself and Sirocco. But now that the immediate panic was over and everybody had had a

breather, he was curious..The girl stamped her left foot on the ground, causing the leg brace to rattle softly. She raised her left."It is," Adam agreed

readily. "But modesty and self-effacement aren't the same thing either.".At the mere thought of survival, guilt churns a bitter butter in his blood. He

has no right to live when.keep his teeth in their nightstand drawer..Gestapos, they slam through the swinging door, their boot heels clopping hard

against the tile floor..One bottle with an unbroken seal and another, half empty, lay concealed under a yellow sweater. Micky." Michelina

Birdsong.".name on your tongue, think you can spellcast me with a shrewd guess of a name . . ..had done nothing of the sort, and though he knew

that she was not for an instant disposed to take.When the trucker points toward the restrooms, the cowboys look up and see Curtis a little past

the."Oh, we don't think of it as just a male name or a female name," the boy explains, still nervous but.loose. She's so sweet."."I think we should

have the dinner party I mentioned yesterday," Howard said. "Can you put together an invitation list and send it out? The end of next week might be

suitable--say Friday or Saturday.".when the driver and his associate stopped to refuel and grab breakfast..stall to stall, pushing all the flush levers in

quick succession. The overlapping swish-and-lug of seven
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