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DOVE ALIGHT
? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? I hope for
present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we
had seen, i. 50..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father
mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and
under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him,
"May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By
God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between
Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the
tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?'
'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to
her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man
arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the
age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor
Folk cccclxiv.101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..113.
Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread
dlxxx.The Fifteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy
sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is
well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a
dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his
bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to
Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who
fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El
Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them
knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed
ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings
on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I
beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be
accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go;
I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O
youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed
his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein
with the night..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon
him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she
asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and
knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the
two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he
saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot
buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other
answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came
flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..134. The Malice of Women
dlxxviii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him
and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he
went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her
and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and
Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my
brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it
to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was
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extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and
said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out,
pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and
embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought
with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those
vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which
Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the
like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were
amazed..Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a
goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the
cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than
a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was
due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders
thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the
surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of
him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,
whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath
set.'.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So
they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was
told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from
each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that
pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left
the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and
appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king
and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to
them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that
understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew
him.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.103.
The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the
Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner
with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with
[other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money."
Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of
honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him
on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ?
? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the
generous are true and trusty still..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which
were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker
answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and
said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were
in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his
good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of
them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad
anew;.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my
face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen
on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart
quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own
money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I
said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi..The young man marvelled at his
story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted
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them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who
lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that
which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE
AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they
called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with
him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other
answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake
with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing,
but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times
and won of him four thousand dinars..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to
withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love
that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds
clii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..63. Haroun er Reshid and the
Two Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).So he left her
and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned
him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the
cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the
house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was
his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her
yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the
vizier go away to his own house..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.Ibrahim and his
Son, Story of King, i. 138..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but,
as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the
pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had
eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up
to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he
grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was
little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to
son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a
champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.162.
Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who
is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..As for that which hath befallen
thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea,
and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I
could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories
and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king,
I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them
by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that
a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a
woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet
sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she
exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen
related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to
her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than
defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from
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herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my
daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what
he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and
of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could
not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in
marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband
for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must
I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks
and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the
king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him."
(133) And she was silent and spoke not..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport
thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter
of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in
that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy
chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then
his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my
mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon
death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the
Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the
king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou
beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the
headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the
youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there
may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the
young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I
fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked
Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to
me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and
behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying,
"Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil
and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their
case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when
thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that
our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now
is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the
light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a
merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and
wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his
good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of
his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to
night..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..When she had made an end of her song, she
threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself,
filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.Trust in God, Of, 114..And when she
had made an end of her song, she wept sore..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying
aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them,
"What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they
saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up
our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and
carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by
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thy life.".? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.? ? ? ? ? g.
The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.77 The Draper and the Thief (234)
dclxi.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion
and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated
her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was
moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the
Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady
Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have
named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the
saying of the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted,
weeping-eyed..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them
up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his
mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was
unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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