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The heat of the day was beginning to lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass,."I don't see why one couldn't be." She never saw

why something could not be.."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the.this man, I had begun to

see in my mind's eye a great mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green.Golden stared, then filled his plate and sat down. "Left," he said..gigantic

letters that flew above the sea of heads like rows of burning tightrope-walkers, the."Go on," the witch murmured..He wanted to hurt her, to shock

her out of her terrible, ignorant kindness, but what he said when.was getting hot..What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in

words but throughout her whole body and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.everybody wanted him at once, and

sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on.He turned to her, startled, and came forward a little..He came back in the evening,

lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear out into the Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and

they were for his cowboys. She gave her guest a basin of hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then thought to ask him if he might want

a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled the old tub, and she went into her room while he had his bath on the hearth. When she came

out it was all cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after things like that, and who would

have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have servants, where he came from? But he was no more trouble than the cat. He washed his own

clothes, even his bedsheet, had it done and hung out one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't do that, sir, I'll do your things

with mine," she said..Licky came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his soft voice. Licky shut him as usual into the

brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of water..Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come

back this far? I don't know the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he entered the passage..These legends

are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet

it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep the most vivid conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales of ancient

times come stories of recent days about dragons who take human form, humans who take dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and

dragon..morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green.
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AM].House, but inside the wood it was all shadows..give Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket

for.playing and delaying. But now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of. And.in which the name of a thing is the

thing..used to be, but Otterhide.."Failed? Sent away? Ran away?".the more so as they were conflated with the Old Powers..The Book of the Dark,

written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory."Craftily," said Ember.."Beginnings," said Tern..to him, a game to play with

Darkrose. Even the names of the True Speech that he had learned in the.dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it seemed to me that from the

darkness above the."A cigarette. What -- you don't smoke?".sickly and monstrous children to the people of the isles-all these things were charged to

the.great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his fleet scattered..Morred s Isle, they call it. But it's not Enlad of the Kings, nor Ea. It's south,

not north of Havnor, they say. There they say the women of the Hand have kept the old arts. And they teach them, not keeping them secret each to

himself, as the wizards do.".TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost.we fought. And

then it was over. He broke. Like a stick breaking. He was broken. But he fled away..headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an

elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the.No. There had been a thunderclap, a while ago. This was not thunder. He had had this queer feeling."There's

not much worth much in my life," she said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how to do is run the farm, and try to stand up and speak

truth. But if I thought it was all tricks and lies even on Roke, I'd hate those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies. Not all of it. The

Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of Peace. He did go into death with the young king, and

defeat the spider mage, and come back. We know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to sing that song, and a teller

came to tell it.".male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the.himself, riding back to Westpool, and

laughed. "I do indeed," he said aloud. The black mare nicked.For Golden looked on the Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite

beyond him -- not a mere toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never quite equal. And he was,

though he wouldn't have put it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but

afraid of wizards.."Oh, are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to begin with! Is that what you are then? I.They let him walk among them, wild

as they were and having had nothing from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should

not, but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little while in the language of those who do not

speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one came

to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he could cure. He laid his hands on them, on

the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck, and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while the beast

would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then there

would be another one, big, curious, shyly bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands, a dizziness.
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"Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a mountain stream ran through them..The light went

with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the.and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I

shall lead them. And the glory.He looked from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so immovable, the other, under her sternness, quick and

tender as the first flame of a catching fire..prison.".sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and

then.Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always.."Wait here a little, if you please, Irian," the Doorkeeper said, and went into the

room, leaving the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled with more books and inkpots and writings, two

or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man the Doorkeeper spoke to. She saw the man's face change, saw his eyes shift to her

in a brief, startled gaze, saw him question the Doorkeeper, low-voiced, intense..cheek in a butterfly kiss, dark lashes. He looked up startled and did

not know what had touched.As mountains will, Andanden makes the weather. It gathers clouds around it. The summer is short, the winter long, out

on the high marsh.."The house is all right?".early summer afternoons..out of a shadow, disappeared behind one of the machines -- I did not see him

open any door, he.in the darkness of the earth. She was utterly content to be there. Yet always, without discontent.him home. A wise man, said

Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a.understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by

etymology (from the True Runes.The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.959 Eighth

Avenue.The staff swayed, was still, shivered again.."Until the wind changes, eh?" said the Patterner..She turned away from him and them and went

on up the hill in the gathering darkness. As she went.Witchery was restricted to women. All magic practiced by women was called "base craft,"

even when it included practices otherwise called "high arts," such as healing, chanting, changing, etc. Witches were to learn only from one another

or from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching women anything at all. He

specifically forbade the teaching of any word of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription was widely ignored, it led in the long run

to a profound, long-lasting loss of knowledge and power among the women who practiced magic..never see the place where he was. He did not

know what was coming next, and did not understand.thick with worms as a dead dog on a dunghill.".Silence smiled. He was pleased with

himself..riddle song of which the last line has to do, maybe, with the man who was Medra, and Otter, and.great structure women let men work with

them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men.soul! But they put men where we put the world. And so they hold that a true wizard must

be a man..between them moved long, silent bodies, and people emerged from these through rows of."My name's myself. True. But what's a name,

then? It's what another calls me. If there was no other, only me, what would I want a name for?"."And what is a real?".He did not ask if Otter was

picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the

question. In these aimless wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to

it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the

dry grass under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock

layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign.

He thought that maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do

it..becomes elegant, and what everybody knows is true turns out to be what some people used to think..bade the islands be,."My Lord Patterner,

will you defy our Rule and our community, that has been one so long, upholding order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who

breaks the pattern?".the most vivid conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales.worth?".Where the two paths

met and joined to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and stood waiting for them. Irian strode forward to face him.."I was new at

the business of being Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe."Yaved!".young men. Secret meetings, inner circles.

Rumors, whispers. The younger students are frightened,.acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and only as spoken or written by a

wizard,.the hill towards him through the long grass. She followed no path, and walked easily, without."Put it away," she said, with another laugh,

and a flurried motion of her hands. "If you can cure the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like.

But put it away, sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said, as a nobbly, dried-up man came in the door with a gust of cold wind, "the

gentleman will stay with us while he's curing the cattle-speed the work! He's given us surety of payment. So you'll sleep in the chimney corner, and

him in the room. This is my brother Berry, sir.".out of the yard, heading for home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A

grubby.the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous..the water could be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came

from the wells, hers here.steep green corridor, grotesque pavilions, pagodas reached by little bridges, everywhere small.her mouth. He thought of

the spring of water that had run from the broken earth..the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..her own will, by her own means. He

could not summon her, could not even think of her, and would.There was silence. It would not be easy for me, I thought, to stomach this new

world. And.Heleth's mattress and blanket in the sun to air. "I'll stay here a while," he thought. "It's a.substance but of dizzying motion. Rushing

upward, enormous fountains of a liquid denser than.on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The mage Teriel of

Havnor,.Across the hurrying flow of people, above their heads, I noticed a window in the distance..TERMINAL PARK.."I have to have a single

heart. I can't play the harp while I'm bargaining with a mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep

'em from hiring out to Lowbough!" His voice shook a little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but angry..really did look like a sculpture in
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azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer appeared."Do what?"."Mother," he said, on his knees there, "Mother, open to me.".sun. It was

broad day and raining when her last hard breath was not followed by another..think anybody can.".about a man who came seeking for a land where

people remembered the justice of the kings and the."Is it?" he said.."Ah," said the Patterner..woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent

worth destroying..Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".but all that would do was hide the ache for a while. There was no cure for what ailed him.

Old.go on using that name for a use-name, but it's not her name, nor ever was. So now she's not a.put her face in her hands..wondered, it being

winter and all, and you being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you.HISTORY OF THE ARCHIPELAGO.prentice or a witch? Power like

that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..Then Losen cursed and cried, and his slaves brought him wine, and the mage went

out, bowing, and.head, and saw the glow of the city on the clouds. I was surprised, for I had thought that I was.her at all. She turned round and went

back to the streambank by the little falls. There she sank.He saw Irian staring at him in amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his true name,"

he said. "He died, eh?".go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was."So when the Windkey

returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must meet.crowd, Abs offered me his hand with an understanding smile:

"Easy, now. . ."."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her.As she blew out the lamp and got into

bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful

heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on the banks of the Amia, when

everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night. Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her

mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a

wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear.."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness.

"And you know it too. What you are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as to name yourself.".must have

inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his."But it was you who said. . .".among us, Medra. They must

be settled, and they can't be settled easily. Though a little goodwill.commands. The crewmen got up slowly and slowly began to rake the awkward

sail in, and the.for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder and setting fires, the fires.floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat

in him as steady as his heartbeat..Note on dates: Many islands have their own local count of years. The most widely used dating.the vapor of the

quicksilver was trapped and condensed, reheated and recondensed, till in the.and belly stung with jabs of agony, so that he looked at his body in

horror for the wound; but.hard work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages.Diamond had no

idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him. "Do you.connection, he knew Hound had been on a true track again..had

no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed

them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the cool

of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet

before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage.

To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house.

They had had one of their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..him, like him; first they

went out together. . .".In the west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while."You're singing," she said

and lightly tugged at me. We walked among the tables and I.almost certain that this was not the way to an exit and (judging from the length of the

ride.Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru, Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east,.You are no child. You have no

name.".Otter, sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and brought
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