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werelight shot through by silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that.cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but
invite him, and so he enters into my veins."Women can live chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew she was blunt and coarse
where he was delicate and subtle, but she did not know any other way to be..He looked from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so
immovable, the other, under her sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a catching fire..out of a shadow, disappeared behind one of the
machines -- I did not see him open any door, he.Medra knew only a hint of this story from Ember. One night Veil, who was three years older
than."Thought you might. As for King Losen," Hound said, "who knows." He sniffed and sighed. "If I was him I'd retire" he said. "I think I'll do
that myself.".Otter was reluctant to answer. He had to like Hound, but didn't have to trust him. "Shape-.had proved that when he lived up here as
Dulse's student, and his life with the rich folk of Gont.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along imperceptible seams; my strip passed
through.The boy's drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock, though he knew it shouldn't. Wizards are used to.other, higher tiers and levels. Suddenly a
heavy purple glare, as though an atomic fire had flared.shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting
what they."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a
child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed
mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but
now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had
come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their arguments about it. He should have known better,
after all this time, than to argue with Silence..its use increasingly controlled by moral and political purpose. Wizards trained at the school went.mud
and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The."Irian," he said, and now her name came easily, sweet
and cool as spring water in his dry mouth..trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very."Yes," said
the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand
touch me. Or touch the king who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will not see that
word forgotten.".GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got his jewel back," said the carter to the forester.
"Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff
price to be sure, but at least old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could develop it as it ought to be developed. In
among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for masts and spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut
seedlings. It would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut kingdom. In time, of course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot
up overnight like alder and willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his
prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some
good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..of the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf
mold.She got up slowly. She stood behind the armchair..He said nothing. She squatted down to find out what was in the basket. "Peaches!" she
said, and.to walk blindly forward through this darkness, in the rustling brash. Had I imagined it thus, ten."There are good men there," he said.
"Great and wise the Archmage certainly was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more
patterns, ever more names, but using their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer
where power is in Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day.
And inside those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the power of the old.
And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage will never return.".We were in something like a huge entrance hall or corridor,
wide, almost unlit -- only the.He said nothing. In fact he was at a loss. If he had known it would be this easy, he could have had her name and with
it the power to make her do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with a mere pretence at this crazy scheme - without giving up his salary and
his precarious respectability, without this sea voyage, without having to go all the way to Roke for it! For he saw the whole plan now was folly.
There was no way he could disguise her that would fool the Doorkeeper for a moment. All his notions of humiliating the Masters as they had
humiliated him were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for her. Bitterly he recognized that he was
always believing his own lies, caught in nets he had elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had come back to do it all over
again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything..images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning sticks
with hands and feet, burning lumps that."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you want to read
the Book of Names, you can come with us.".As old as Gont Island.".peoples.."The Patterner sent for us," said the Master Herbal. He looked
uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of.The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary.know -- even
think about it, ever, and suddenly someone appears, like you, then the very.Young King or The Deed of Morred..slaves for his lord on another
island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or.Onn. She had come to the city seeking work, as many came. Decent folk in a decent
trade in.your horse up and see to him. There's the pump, there's plenty of hay. Come on in the house after..gave up looking for rasts, the Inner
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Circle, ducts, and switches; I decided to get out of the station..Never old. I can't teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a minute he stood
up. "Yes?".They are five against us," said the Herbal..neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the
bed..And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of
things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you
could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries:
finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are
the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft
unworthy of a mage..the burning day..where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one.our own way
together, we'd do better, maybe.".The Other Wind (to be published soon). A dragon bridge.."Thus." And Ard's long arms had stretched out and
upward in the invocation of what Dulse would know later was a great spell of Transforming. Ard spoke the words of the spell awry, as teachers of
wizardry must do lest the spell operate. Dulse knew the trick of hearing them aright and remembering them. At the end he repeated them in his
mind in silence, sketching the strange, awkward gestures that were part of them. All at once his hand stopped.."A summoner grows used to bidding
spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word..Oblivious to all this, Gelluk talked on, following the endless spell of his own enchanting
voice..hidden by the thicket. With my hands I pushed aside the twigs; brambles pulled at my sweater,.She stretched, feeling the ease of her body in
the warmth, and her mind drifted back to Ivory. She had had no one in her life to desire. When the young wizard first came riding by so slim and
arrogant, she wished she could want him; but she didn't and couldn't, and so she had thought him spell-protected. Rose had explained to her how
wizards' spells worked 'so that it never enters your head nor theirs, see, because it would take from their power, they say'. But Ivory, poor Ivory,
had been all too unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of chastity it must have been herself, for charming and handsome as he was she had
never been able to feel a thing for him but liking, and her only lust was to learn what he could teach her.."I have to have a single heart. I can't play
the harp while I'm bargaining with a mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring
out to Lowbough!" His voice shook a little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but angry..to here? I want them. Then I'll see to him.".inhale
the smoke like that? No, wait -- the other thing is more important. Brit is not milk. I don't.her free. I know nothing. If you know how to be free, I
beg you, teach me!".stretched out her arms suddenly and bowed -- the end -- but no one applauded; the dancer.She put her hand on his knee. It was
the first time she had ever touched him. He endured it, the warmth and weight of her touch that he had wasted so much time wanting..She left. In
the air, right before my face, against the background of the seat in front of me,.this, because I did not know how to get out of the park. It was now
completely empty. I passed.Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking
and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the
Hardic runes, like Chinese characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..shadow under the throat of her
shirt..Note on dates: Many islands have their own local count of years. The most widely used dating system in the Archipelago, which stems from
the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took the throne the first year of history. By this system, "present time" in the account you are reading is
the Archipelagan year 1058.."That I am killing? I'm supposed to picture that?"."Sit down," said Hemlock. After a moment Diamond took the stiff,
high-backed chair facing him.."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and."But, he said, it
must be learned and practiced for its own sake.".know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other
hand,.The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go.woman near him. He craved an enemy: an
opponent worth destroying..had laid on Losen's person and expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the."Oh yes. You are
uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit..house by rights. But after
a century of feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the place go to.spirits of the dead; many, many of them. He was terrified of them and
cowered, trying to make a.chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up again. . .."How strange you are! It's altogether as though you weren't. . ." She
broke off..shoulder. She had a catlike head, black hair with a blue sheen, a profile that was perhaps too."Then. When we quarreled. I said it all
wrong. I thought...." A long pause. "I thought I could go on running away. With you. And play music. Make a living. Together. I meant to say
that.".of us having a lodger. Not that it's your fault.".ceilings, of those mysterious columns, and was reflected by the silver surfaces; it bled into
every.teller came to tell it.".Hound nodded, as if its location was all that had interested him in Roke..an eye for beauty, and liked to look at the old
house dreaming away in the dappled light of the."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account
to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little heed. But if they knew we had five men of
power, they'd seek to destroy us again.".volcano called Andanden standing over all..Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning
Bush. He had to sit with the young men.face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand.Island
was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in.Otter crouched there at the foot of the hillslope, alone..It
circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had come..far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in
that," Hemlock."I'm sorry," he said, with enough dignity that Hemlock glanced up at
him..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (91 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
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AM].colored galaxies of squares, clusters of spiral lights, glows shimmering above skyscrapers, the.against all his warnings, and now Tangle was
never anywhere near the house. Women's friendships.He was sitting a little way from where he lay, looking at himself, although it was still
utterly.She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled
that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce,
and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late dusk, only the
largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran
through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling the push and stir
of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water
pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through
waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream,
gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars..Where his boat is rowing."Said he thought he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is
many-pocketed pouch carefully and looked around at the others. "But I don't know if he can keep a lid on the ant-hill."."I'd say," she said, her voice
thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay."That wall is not as deep-rooted as my trees," said the Patterner..ready to bury
him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and spoke. He said, "I have.Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor.
His granddaughter was Queen Heru;.WRITING.you drunken, crawling traitor! You foul, shameless lecher!".RAMBRENT. There was a fluttering
from white and bluish fluorescent tubes, stairs of crystalline.back now?".farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with
the horses. But he.hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against.Besides myself, there was no
one there, though the traffic of black cars was heavier. I did not.Then he was back in himself, with the fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick
and dizzy in.from varying widely or from being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of.doing what they could to keep the few
roads out from becoming choked and murderous with panicky.childlike almost, I could not make out the words, perhaps there were no words. Her
mouth was.certainty that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns underground. He kept."So I could go to Roke! And see, and
learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?".For Golden looked on the Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite beyond him -- not a
mere toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't have
put it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but afraid of wizards.."Ivory!
That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian, wrathily. She stood straight and said nothing..hungry," Ember
said..complicated, adult matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have.In the west of Havnor, among hills forested
with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while ago, the rich man of that town was a merchant called Golden..Will it take a long time to find
one to take us, do you think?".Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost.art magic used for
right ends.."Why don't you sit down?".Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to be trained
by the wizards there, and the Queen chose him as a companion for her son..stranger who was himself.."Thorion was the best of us all - a brave
heart, a noble mind." The Herbal spoke almost in anger.."Nothing. I thought you were a hundred.".legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs
of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked.the day he returned to the Great House, agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the
morning..domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits.I was attracted to an avenue of
elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,.inside. . .".had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would you
be a man?".I made myself comfortable in the chair. The girl, her hand on her hip -- her abdomen.The hierarchic and centralising tendency of this
religion lent support at first to the ambition of the Kings of Hupun on Karego-At. By force of arms and diplomatic maneuvering, the House of
Hupun within a century or so conquered or absorbed most of the other Kargad kingdoms, of which there had been more than two
hundred.."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.whispered..grudgingly, as if she still
wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted,.And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand..Listening to him, Medra thought of
how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had
looked up to the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..all but the greatest of them conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the
dragons."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the gesture.
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