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"When you didn't answer the doorbell, man, I just knew what must have happened," Chicane told Junior..He didn't want to lean inside and peer

over the front seat. He had no weapon. He would be unbalanced, vulnerable..-nor cruel, nor hateful, nor envious, nor mean," Phimie recited, "for all

these are sicknesses of this fallen world-".The blonde was coming on to him, just as a score of other women had done since his arrival, so Junior

tried to balance seduction with information gathering. Putting his hand over the hand with which she was gently massaging his thigh, he said, "I

knew her brother in Nam. Then I got wounded, shipped out, lost touch. Like to find him.".Switching on the lights as he went, Junior sought the

source of the serenade. He carried the 9-mm pistol, which would have been useless against a spirit visitor; but his extensive reading about ghosts

hadn't convinced him that they were real. His faith in the effectiveness of bullets and pewter candlesticks, for that matter-remained

undiminished..This show was hopeless, disastrous, stupid, foolish, painful, lovely, wonderful, glorious, sweet..At first, he couldn't gather the nerve

to return to the kitchen. He was crazily certain that in his absence, the dead detective would have risen and would be waiting for him..Teasing out

the card, Edom saw that it was an ace of diamonds-remarkable in light of Maria Gonzalezs fortune'-telling session last Friday evening. He was

more astonished, however, by the name printed in black ink diagonally across the face of the card: BARTHOLOMEW..Although, to her eyes, the

natural world had an ominous cast this morning, she was also aware of its great beauty. She wanted Barty to store up every magnificent vista, every

exquisite detail..He wasn't afflicted with parenthood envy. A baby was the last thing he would ever want, aside from cancer. Children were nasty

little beasts. A child would be an encumbrance, a burden, not a blessing..When she went upstairs at 2:10 in the morning, she found the boy fast

asleep in the soft lamplight, Tunnel in the Sky at his side.."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his

motivation, but if you were tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd want to look for the imprint of cloven hooves.".For Junior, 1968-the Chinese Year

of the Monkey--would be the Year of the Plastic Surgeon. He would require extensive dermabrasion to restore the smoothness and tone to his skin,

to be as irresistibly kissable as he had been before. While at it, he would need surgery to make subtle changes in his features. Tricky. He didn't want

to trade perfection for anonymity. He must take care to ensure that his postsurgery look, when he let his hair grow in and perhaps dyed it, would be

as devastating to women as his previous appearance..From time to time, he halted, leaning against the walker as if in need of rest. He took care

occasionally to grimace-convincingly, not too theatrically---and to breathe harder than necessary..Then by ambulance to the hospital, whisked into

surgery, and for a while, blessed unconsciousness..Off with the cap. Yellow capsules in the bottle, also blue. He managed to shake one of each

color into the palm of his left hand without spilling the rest on the floor.."Worlds," ventured Jacob, "in which that oil-tank truck never stopped on

the railroad tracks in Bakersfield, back in '60. So the train never crashed into it and those seventeen people never died.".When she still didn't meet

his stare, he seized her by the chin and tipped her head back.."Each life," Barty Lampion said, "is like our oak tree in the backyard but lots bigger.

One trunk to start with, and then all the branches, millions of branches, and every branch is the same life going in a new direction.".Beyond the

window, Barty failed to do any of the things that Agnes expected of a boy not fully enough part of the day to share its rain: He didn't flicker like an

image on a static-peppered TV screen; he didn't shimmer like a phantom figure in Sahara heat or blur like a reflection in a steam-clouded

mirror..Startled, Celestina said, "Good grief, you're spooky. How could you know what I'm thinking?".He couldn't see into the next aisle through

the gaps between rows of books, because the shelves had solid backs..and proceeded to turn it across his knuckles as swiftly and smoothly as be

bad with his right hand..The moment he had seen the building in which Nolly maintained an office-an aged three-story brick structure in the North

Beach district, a seedy strip club occupying the ground floor-Junior knew he'd found the breed of snoop he needed. The detective was at the top of

six flights of narrow stairs-no elevator-at the end of a dreary hallway with worn linoleum and with walls mottled by stains of an origin best left

unconsidered. The air smelled of cheap disinfectant, stale cigarette smoke, stale beer, and dead hopes..EARTHSEA."I don't ... don't understand."

Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was

pleased by the note of perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic..Yet,

with no recollection of rising from his chair, he found that he had shouldered his backpack and crossed the room. The three men looked up

expectantly..Suddenly Junior intuited the identity of the man in the chair. Beyond question, this was the plainclothes police officer with the

birthmark..People were at the car windows, struggling to open the buckled doors, but Agnes refused to acknowledge them..He fished the

sound-suppressor from a jacket pocket, drew the pistol from his shoulder holster, and began to screw the former to the latter. He misthreaded it at

first because his hands had begun to shake..When he killed the Bartholomew, this haunting would finally end, too. In Junior's mind, Vanadium and

Bartholomew were inextricably linked, because it was the maniac cop who first heard Junior calling out Bartholomew in his sleep. Did that make

sense? Well, it made more sense at some times than at others, but it always made a lot more sense than anything else. To be rid of the

dead-but-persistent detective, he must eliminate Bartholomew..In January '65, while Vanadium had been in the first month of what proved to be an

eight-month coma, Enoch Cain had sought Nolly's assistance in a search for Seraphim's newborn child. When Vanadium had learned about this

from Magusson long after the event, he assumed that Cain had heard Max Bellini's message on his answering machine, made the connection with

Seraphim's death in an "accident" in San Francisco, and set out to find the child because it was his. Fatherhood was the only imaginable reason for

his interest in the baby..A delay of a few hours, before getting her under a physician's care, might still be risky. But so was forcing her into a local
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hospital to endure the mortification she desperately wanted to avoid..Holding the pistol, fully extending his right arm in execution style, the

gunman approached the fallen minister..Moving around the front of the station wagon, waving at his mother, reveling in her astonishment, Barty

shouted, "Not scary!.Amused, Wally said, "You artists do love to dramatize-or have I forgotten the San Francisco blizzard of '65?".He repressed

the scream, however, because he sensed that if he gave voice to it, he wouldn't be able to silence himself for a long long time.."We've been

planning this a long time," Angel assured her. "I've climbed the tree a hundred times, maybe two hundred, mapping it, describing it to Barty, inch

by inch, the trunk and its four divisions, all the major and minor limbs, the thickness of each, the degree of resilience, the angles and intersections,

knots and fissures, all the branches down to the twigs. He's got it cold, Aunt Aggie, he's got it knocked. It's all math to him now.".Jacob feared what

men could do with clubs, knives, guns, bombs, with their bare hands, but he was most preoccupied by the unintended death that humanity brought

upon itself with its devices, machines, and structures meant to improve the quality of life..Or perhaps the sorrow was less sadness than yearning.

He had to move on, but he was loath to begin this strange journey without her..If Junior were weak-minded enough to succumb to madness, this

was the moment when he should have fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard an internal cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he

held himself together with sheer willpower, remembering to breathe slowly and deeply..The patches were held by the same two elastic strips, so

Barty flipped up both at the same time..Maria Elena Gonzalez, where no one lived with fear like her brothers Edom and Jacob,."I'm interested in

one of the smaller Griskins," said Junior, managing to appear calm, although his mouth was dry with fear and his mind spun with crazy images of

the maniac cop, dead and rotting but nevertheless lurching around San Francisco..Elsewhere in the cemetery, about 150 yards away, another

interment service-with a much larger group of mourners-had begun prior to this one for Naomi. Now it was over, and the people were dispersing to

their cars..Since childhood, he had been waiting for this moment-if indeed it was The Moment-and he had nearly lost hope that the much-desired

encounter would ever come to pass. He had expected to find others with his perceptions among physicists or mathematicians, among monks or

mystics, but never in the form of a three-year-old girl dressed all in midnight-blue except for a red belt and two red hair bows..Agnes hadn't asked

him to keep his strange feat a secret from his uncles. In truth, she had come home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked with

Jacob to prepare dinner and even as she'd overseen Edom's setting of the table, she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from Joey's

grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between guarded euphoria and fear bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the

experience until she had taken more time to absorb it.."I don't know." He was silent a moment. "That's what's going to be interesting."."Yes, Barty,"

Tom said. "I feel a depth to life, layers beyond layers. Sometimes it's ... scary. Mostly it inspires me. I can't see these other worlds, can't move

between them. But with this quarter, I can prove that what I feel isn't my imagination." He extracted a quarter from a jacket pocket, holding it

between thumb and forefinger for all but Barty to see. "Angel?".NORTHBOUND ON THE coastal highway, headed for Newport Beach, Agnes

saw bad omens, mile after mile.."And, of course, you'll need to make arrangements for the body," said Dr. Lipscomb. "Sister Josephina will

provide you with a room, a phone, privacy, whatever you need, and for however long you need.".Because Junior's right arm was encumbered by

the bracing board and the intravenous needle, he tugged a mass of tissues from the box with his left hand..Eventually she discovered within herself

all the light that she needed to find her way through the crucial hours immediately ahead. At last she knew what she must do, but she was not

certain that she possessed the fortitude to do it..Over the following hour, as Walter Panglo guided Jacob through the planning of the funeral, Jacob

recounted the gruesome details of numerous airliner crashes, shipwrecks, train collisions, coal-mine disasters, darn collapses, hotel fires, nightclub

fires, pipeline and oil-well explosions, munitions--plant explosions.....Astonished and appalled by the cop's insensitivity, Junior said, "You just

drop this on me? I lost my wife and my baby. My wife and my baby.".But the other learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these

matters, delicate of conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war by Losen's slaves and would bring back slaves as

cargo. It galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage. "Why can't we build fishing boats, the way we used to?" he asked, and his father

said, "Because the fishermen can't pay us.".Maria turned sideways in her chair and dealt from the top of the four-deck stack, onto the table in front

of Barty..He might not have this future-living thing down perfectly, but he was absolutely terrific at anger..The fact that Barty saw twisty spots

with either eye closed had prepared Agnes for this bleak news. Yet in spite of the defense that foreknowledge provided her, the teeth of sorrow bit

deep..When the police operator answered, Junior shrieked, "I've been shot! Jesus! Shot! Help me, an ambulance, oooohhhh shit! Hurry!".Agnes

wanted to tell them that all their efforts would be to no avail, that they should cease and desist, be kind and let her go. She had no reason to stay

here anymore. She was moving on to be with her dead husband and her dead baby, moving on to a place where there was no pain, where no one

was as poor as.Dinner was cooking in the upper of the two ovens. He switched the bottom oven, setting it at warm, and dropped open the

door..Junior intended to pack only a single bag, leaving most of his clothes behind. He could afford a fine new wardrobe..ANGEL WAS

DRESSED in as much red as the devil himself: bright red shoes, red socks, red leggings, red skirt, red sweater, and a knee length red coat with a

red hood..The rough massage had only just begun to bring a little relief to Junior's legs when Sparky returned with six stoppered rubber bags full of

ice. "This was all the bags they had down at the drugstore.".He sprang to his feet, or maybe only staggered up, depending on whether his image of

himself right now was pulp or real, and surveyed the scene, looking for the bandaged man. A few neighbors crossed the lawn toward Grace, and

others approached along the street. But the killer was gone..Earlier, he had placed an open fifth of vodka on the table, in front of Victoria. The

nurse, no longer in the chair, sprawled on the floor as if she had emptied another bottle before this one..Dr. Leland Daines, Celestina's internist,
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arrived directly from dinner at the Ritz-Carlton. Although Dairies had receding white hair and a seamed face, time had been kind enough to make

him look not so much old as dignified. Long in practice, he was nevertheless free of arrogance, soft-spoken and with a bottomless supply of

patience..Vanadium's smile, in that tragically fractured face, might have alarmed most people, but Kathleen found it appealing because of the

indestructible spirit it revealed..Because the glass wings of the open window didn't lie flat against the exterior wall, they blocked his view. He had

to thrust himself farther through the opening, until he seesawed on the sill, before he could see the length of the entire block, in which the gallery

stood at approximately the middle..Glaring and red-faced, lowering his voice almost to a whisper, Neddy said, "I'm sorry, but you've got me all

wrong. I'm not like Renee and you."."Just now." Although Angel tried to sound nonchalant, she was trembling. "I'm not sure I can do it again.".She

leaned against the apartment door for a long moment, holding on to the doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were

convinced that if she let go, she would float off the floor like a cloud-stuffed child..For the next few days, they would eat all their meals in the suite.

Most likely, Cain had left San Francisco. And even if the killer hadn't fled, this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely.

Yet having, assumed the role of guardian, Tom Vanadium had a zero tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a

master of the unlikely.."Sitters. Friends, relatives of friends. People I can trust.  I can afford sitters if I'm getting only dinner tips.".Rising, Celestina

said to Tom, "Last Tuesday night, we had to switch on the lawn sprinklers. This will be much better."."And to the north of us," Agnes said, drawing

him out, "Janey Carter went off to college last year, and she's their only child.".Though she worried that reading would strain his eyes, worsening

his condition, she recognized the irrationality of her fear. Muscles don't atrophy from use, nor eyes wear out from too much seeing..Edom, eager to

learn precisely when a tidal wave or falling asteroid would bring his doom, fetched a pack of cards from a cabinet in the parlor. When Maria

explained that only every third card was read and that a full look at the future required four decks, Edom returned to the parlor to scare up three

more..Harmless though they were, the sight of them, swaddled and for the most part concealed, first troubled him and then quickly brought him

--inexplicably, irrationally, undeniably--to the trembling edge of outright fear.."Cancer," he said, because that was more tragic and far less

suspicious than a fall from a fire tower..In the Suburban with Wally and Grace, as they waited to hit the trail, Celestina said, "He took her to a

movie again, Tuesday night."."Less than a year and a half ago, Hurricane Flora--she killed over six thousand in the Caribbean.".He moved from a

crib to a bed of his own, with guardrails, months ahead of the average toddler. Within a week, he requested that the rails be left down..He was

unconscious, wired to a heart monitor, pierced by an intravenous-drip line. Clipped to his septum, an oxygen feed hissed faintly, and from his open

mouth rose the barely audible wheeze of his breathing..This Dry Sack-assisted effort at recollection, however, brought back to him one thing in

addition to all the sweet lubricious images of Seraphim naked. The voice of her father. On the tape recorder. The reverend droning on and on as

Junior pinned the devout daughter to the mattress..Scamp spent Wednesday ravishing him. It wasn't love, but there was comfort in being familiar

with his partner's equipment..He remembered standing in the cemetery, downhill from Seraphim's grave-although at the time he'd known only that

it was a Negro being buried, not that it was his former lover-and thinking that the rains would over time carry the juices of the decomposing Negro

corpse into the lower grave that contained Naomi's remains. Had that been a half-psychic moment on his part, a dim awareness that another and far

more dangerous connection between dead Naomi and dead Seraphim had already been formed?.Dear Lord, how she loved her sugarpie, her little

M&M. Three years had passed in what seemed like a month, and although there had been stress and struggle, too few hours in every day, less time

for her art than she would have liked, and little or no time for herself, she wouldn't have traded being blindsided by motherhood for any amount of

wealth, not for anything in the world ... except to have Phimie back. Angel was the moon, the sun, the stars, and all the comets streaking through

infinite galaxies: an ever-shining light..Recognizing the danger of saying the wrong thing, the potential for self-incrimination, Junior clenched his

jaws and waited..On the drive home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a Dumpster in Corte

Madera..Knickknacks and mementos were not to be found anywhere in the house. And until now Junior had seen nothing hanging on the barren

walls except a calendar in the kitchen.."When I couldn't get enough nightclub and theater bookings for my magic act anymore ... I turned to

gambling.".Happiness could grow out of unspeakable tragedy with such vigor that it produced dazzling blooms and lush green bracts. This insight

served, for Celestina, as a primary inspiration for her painting and as proof of the grace granted in this world that we might perceive and be

sustained by the promise of an ultimate joy to come..The man, whom the others called Licky, led him out into a hot, bright morning that dazzled his

eyes. Leaving his cell he had felt the spellbonds loosen and fall away, but there were other spells woven about other buildings of the place,

especially around a tall stone tower, filling the air with sticky lines of resistance and repulsion. If he tried to push forward into them his face and

belly stung with jabs of agony, so that he looked at his body in horror for the wound; but there was no wound. Gagged and bound, without his voice

and hands to work magic, he could do nothing against these spells. Licky had tied one end of a braided leather cord around his neck and held the

other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that Otter avoided them. Where they were was plain enough: the

dusty pathways bent to miss them..When Agnes turned her head and saw Maria Elena Gonzalez, she thought she must be dreaming again..Beyond

the windows, the winter night sifted sootily down through the twinkling city, as he sat in his living room with a glass of Dry Sack in one hand and

the picture of Celestina White in the other..Clinging to the desperate hope of an ultimate reunion, he put the gun away, went to the kitchen, and

made a grilled-cheese sandwich: cheddar, with dill pickles on the side..Livor mortis had already set in, blood draining to the lowest points of her

body, leaving the fronts of her bare legs, one side of each bare arm, and her face ghastly pale..Then Agnes said, "Well, it's clear to me that you
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won't be able to talk out your life in just one year. Should be a two-year grant.".Soundlessly, reluctantly, Agnes pulled the bedroom door nearly

shut, and went down to the kitchen, where she sat alone, drinking coffee and nibbling at mysteries. Of all the gifts that Barty opened on Christmas

morning, the hardback copy of Robert Heinlein's The Star Beast was his favorite. Instantly enchanted by the promise of an amusing alien creature,

space travel, an exotic future, and lots of adventure, he seized every opportunity throughout the busy day to crack open those pages and to step out

of Bright Beach into stranger places..The cop had picked up the .22 pistol, using a pencil through the trigger guard, to prevent the destruction of

fingerprints..Agnes could not bear to watch Maria sewing. The light no longer stung, but her new future,.Only one member of the distant funeral

party did not disperse toward the line of cars on the service road. A man in a dark suit headed downhill, between the headstones and the

monuments, directly toward Naomi's grave..Wally had disposed of his properties in San Francisco under Tom's careful supervision. Any attempt to

trace him from the city to Bright Beach would fail. His vehicles were purchased through a corporation, and his new house had been bought through

a trust named after his late wife.
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