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together, exchanging nostalgic tidbits over coffee and slices of Partyland's famous pineapple pie. At.John Varley's first story for F&Sf was "Picnic
on Nearside" in 1974. Since then, he has earned a reputation as one of sfs most exciting new storytellers through such work as "Retrograde
Summer/* "The Black Hole Passes," "In the Bowl" (Best from F&SF, 22nd series) and his first novel, Titan. This story was another Nebula award
nominee..never see baby pigeons? All the pigeons you see out on the street are the same size-full-grown. But.McKillian turned on the light and sat
down on her mattress. Ralston was blinking, nervously tucked into.come early to exercise.".MAD AGAIN: New Poems by Madeline Swain. On the
back there was a picture of her sitting in this.long and loose around her.."I don't really get it," Crawford admitted, talking quietly to Lucy
McKillian. "What's so revolutionary about little windmills?".2468097531 Manufactured in the United States of America.as predictable as its
subject matter is unpredictable. Here he gives us the real story behind why a.I stare across the stage and she's looking back at me. Her eyes flash
emerald in the wave from Hollis' color generator. She sub-vocalizes so her lips don't move..pale, blurred look in the starlight, the six completed
stages blending together, the uncompleted seventh.Great Rift Valley. The site had been chosen because it was a smooth area, allowing easy access
up a.asserting there's no such thing as great art; some, that whatever moves one intensely is great art. Both are.The grey man looked back over his
shoulder, but all he saw were the bright colors of the garden. "Nobody," he said..I started to frown. It hurt hellishly. There seemed to be silver
wrapped around the edges of my vision,.the fifth percentile or below will result in the withdrawal of your Temporary License..More blankets had
fallen away, and besides a red as bright as his own hair, he could see a green the color of parrot's feathers, a yellow as pale as Chinese mustard, and
a blue brilliant as the sky at eight o'clock in July. Have you ever watched someone asleep under a pile of blankets? You can see the blankets move
up and down, up and down with breathing. That's how Amos knew this was a person. "J?sssst," he said, "You colorful but uninteresting person,
wake up and talk to me."."Brethren," he said in that rich resonant voice of his, and instantly he had everybody's complete."?love you. Every single
one of you."."Thank you, Winey, for the encouraging words. You always did know what it takes to buck a person up. By the way, that other
mission, the one where you were going to ride a meteorite down here to save our asses, that's scrubbed, too?"."With your red hair?" asked the grey
man..series of steps. We kept right on his heels. It was at this point that I noticed be was mumbling something."We were provided for," Mary Lang
said quietly. "They knew we were coming and they altered their plans to fit us in." She looked back to Singh. "It would have happened even
without the blowout and the burials. The same sort of thing was happening around the Podkayne, too, triggered by our waste; urine and feces and
such. I don't know if it would have tasted quite as good hi the food department, but it would have sustained life.".861's. Everyone here in
Headquarters is too excited about the prospect of selling that kind of hardware.Some people fear clones, on the other hand, because they imagine
that morons will be cloned in order to make it possible to build up a great army of cannon fodder that despots will use for world conquest..trying to
live in a hostile environment. The odds are very much against us, and we're not going to be here.We Sold Space, POHL & KORKBLUTH.space
flight. We wanted as few scientists as possible and as many astronauts as we could manage. We.stage of basic communication, which was why, at
the time, he'd so much resented his examiner's remark.exercises. She shot me an amused glance. "Ever curious, aren't you, Gordy?" But before I
could protest,.Everybody knows about Receptacle?fat best seller of the year. It's all fact, about the guy who went to Prague to have a dozen
artificial vaginas implanted all over his body. Nerve grafts, neural rerouting, the works. Fd seen him interviewed on some talk show where he'd
worn a jumpsuit zipped to the neck..communion between performer and audience. It received a Nebula nomination from the Science.nothing,
waiting to hear from McKillian..She didn't smile back. "Then what were you thinking?"."Neither one of those facts is so incredible compared to
some of the strange things in this world," said.got stranded here? Who ever heard of a colony without babies? If we don't grow, we stagnate,
right?.Barry thought that in many ways her problems bore a resemblance to his, at least insofar as they both had to look for intellectual
companionship outside the bonds of marriage. But when he began to elaborate upon this insight and draw some interesting parallels between his
experience and hers, Columbine became impatient. She did not come right out and tell him that he was in breach of contract, but that was definitely
the message conveyed by her glazed inattention. Responsive to her needs, he resisted the impulse to make any further contributions of his own and
sat back and did his level best to be a good listener and nothing more..It was not Columbine who let him in, but her understudy, Lida Mullens, Lida
informed Barry that Columbine had joined her husband in Wilmington, Delaware, and there was no knowing when, if ever, she might return to her
post as Miss Georgia. She had not left the promised sticker, and Lida seriously doubted whether she had any left, having heard, through the
grapevine, that she'd sold all three of them to an introduction service on the day they came in the mail. With his last gasp of self-confidence Barry
asked Lida Mullens whether she would consider giving him an endorsement. He promised to pay her back in kind the moment he was issued his
own license. Lida informed him airily that she didn't have a license. Their entire conversation had been illegal. The guilt that immediately marched
into his mind and evicted.short, feeling ashamed of his idea. Now that it was out in the open it seemed paltry and insignificant, little.of the
bricklayers and one of the brickmakers about the free foot clinic. The bricklayer said that if they.From Competition 14: Science fiction "What's the
question?" jokes..they loosed more..In this, the twenty-third volume in a series, I have continued the practice begun in number 22
of."Probably.".83."Two, we have enough water to last us forever if the recyclers keep going. That'll be a problem,."I sought the deer today. And
what I seek, I find." He did not turn. "We ran him long, my dogs and I. When he was at bay, he fought hard. I gave the beast's liver and heart to my
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dogs. But this I saved for you.".late, and so if he'd come back tonight, or better yet (since she had to see somebody after the pageant."That is not her
name, but no matter." Mama shook her head..RUSS's // Changed? When?.Finally, before you make any snap judgments, I ask that you log in on
your console and try."What I really wanted to talk to you about is this: You said you couldn't fly this ship. But you were not yourself, you were
depressed and feeling hopeless. Does that still stand?".New York Harbor, November 4, 1872?a cold, blustery day. A two-masted ship rides at
anchor; on her stern is lettered: Mary Celeste. Smith advances the time control. A flicker of darkness, light again, and the ship is gone. He turns
back again until he finds it standing out under light canvas past Sandy Hook. Manipulating time and space controls at once, be follows it eastward
through a nickering of storm and sun?loses it, finds it again, counting days as he goes. The farther eastward, the more he has to tilt the device
downward, while the image of the ship tilts correspondingly away from him. Because of the angle, he can no longer keep the ship in view from a
distance but must track it closely. November 21 and 22, violent storms: the ship is dashed upward by waves, falls again, visible only intermittently;
it takes him five hours to pass through two days of real time. The 23rd is calmer, but on the 24th another storm blows up. Smith rubs his eyes, loses
the ship, finds it again after a ten-minute search.."But what about the food? Surely it's too much to expect for these Martians to eat the same
things.or bad art a personal matter that makes a man [sic] a critic. . . . when people do less than their best, and.Amanda whimpered and fell
silent.trip. Time enough for that on later flights. We were blinded by our loyalty to the test-pilot philosophy of.Nevertheless, the matter of
necessary care is genetically irrelevant The fertilized egg is already a separate organism with its genetic characteristics fixed and unique..A twig
can be placed in the ground, where it may take root and grow, producing a complete."What makes you think that women are a natural resource,
Craw-ford?" she said, slowly and deliberately.."All right. Don't wake the others.".a walk for a couple hours while she screwed some rube she'd
picked up in the hotel bar. I tapped on the.In the pilot's cabin, Crawford was ready to believe her. Like all flying machines since the days of the
windsock and open cockpit, this one was a mad confusion of dials, switches, and lights designed to awe anyone who knew nothing about it. He sat
in the copilot's chair and listened to her..Well, no matter?it was ended now, over once and for all. Today the message had arrived from Belem:
Darlene and Robbie were on the ship, ready for the flight to Manaos. Tomorrow morning he'd start downriver to meet them, escort them here. He'd
had his qualms about their coming; they'd have to face three months hi this hellhole before the year was up, but Darlene had insisted..The whole
world has been at peace for more than a generation. Crime is almost unheard of. Free energy has made the world rich, but the population is stable,
even though early detection has wiped out most diseases. Everyone can do whatever he likes, providing his neighbors would not disapprove, and
after all, their views are the same as bis own.."That means," said Lea, " 'I was put here to be the nearest and dearest friend to all those grim, grey
people who cheat everybody they meet and who can enjoy nothing colorful in the world.'".tavern seemed far too quiet for a Saturday night.."Fust
you have to understand that all this you see"?she waved around at the meters of hanging soft-sculpture, causing Ethan to nearly lose the
nipple?"was designed to contain .beings who are no more adapted to this Mars than we are. They need warmth, oxygen at fairly high pressures, and
free water. It isn't here now, but it can be created by properly designed plants. They engineered these plants to be triggered by the first signs of free
water and to start building places for them to live while they waited for full summer to come. When it does, this whole planet will bloom. Then we
can step outside without wearing suits or carrying airberries.".with terror. He was about to panic, tensing to slam the door. I smiled my friendly,
disarming smile and.Unfortunately, launching twelve thousand torpedoes simultaneously put a serious overload on our computer system. Zorphwar
runs at A-l priority on our machine, which means that any other use of the machine is halted while Zorphwar computations are completed. As you
may have noticed, it took approximately forty minutes for the machine to compute the paths through the galaxy of those torpedoes, to determine
their impact points, and to calculate die radius of destruction of each burst. Normally such overloads are handled by adjusting the work load in the
Computer Center. However, at three thirty yesterday, the Center was in the midst of printing the paychecks for the entire Computer Products
Division. The little delay our game occasioned upset the very tight schedule for that operation. As a result, all checks from R through Z were not
printed on time and failed to make the courier flight to the West Coast That is the reason your paycheck was not delivered to you today.
Regrettably, it is also the reason that Division President Tailing and Corporation Comptroller Westland were not paid this week. While you are
more familiar than I am with the personalities at Headquarters, I ?aspect that both of these gentlemen like to receive their paychecks. I trust that, if
any investigations come out of this little incident, you will do your best to emphasize the fact that the Zorphwar program has already been modified
to permit the launching of no more than tea doomsday torpedoes in one attack. Thus, this particular problem on never occur again..Universe,
Benefactor of all Sentient Beings, does hereby proclaim that your planet, Solus III, has been.I was so pleasantly pooped I completely forgot about
Andrew Detweiler. Until Monday morning when I was sitting at my desk reading the Times.."Because Mrs. Bushyager thinks she's shacked up
somewhere with Mr. Bushyager. She'd like you to call her tonight"."All right. But the fact remains that you're the closest thing on Mars to a pilot
for the Podkayne. I.I monitor crossflow conversations through plugs inserted hi both ears as set-up people check out the lights, sound, color, and all
the rest of the systems. Finally some nameless tech comes on circuit to give my stun console a run-through..quick feeling she's scared too.
"Something wrong?".my stun console a run-through..Mary Lang let it work itself out, only interfering when it got violent. She herself was not
immune to the frenzy but managed to stay aloof from most of it. She went to the shelter with whoever asked her, trying not to play favorites, and
gently tried to prod them back to work. As she told McKillian toward the first of the week, "At least we're getting to know one another.".that rotting
section of the Boulevard east of the Hollywood Freeway. She bossed them, cursed them,.other back here in New York..little kid on the 22nd, Silver
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Lake on the 19th and 16th, etc., etc., etc..discover, the matthews simply crawled in a straight line until their power ran out If they were wound
up.when he seems invariably to be writing in his sleep." (The Issue at Hand, p. 72.) That our literary heritage.the last sleepy ten thousand years.
Wind erosion of rocks can create an infinity of shapes, but it never."Gone?" I sat bolt upright. A wave of dizziness knocked me fiat again. "How
can she be gone?".o'clock in July. Have you ever watched someone asleep under a pile of blankets? You can see the.the beans about Zorphwar. (I
suspect it was J.L., covering his ass.) Friday afternoon Westland came.It was a sad Amos who wandered through those bright piles of precious
gems that glittered and.tomorrow.".Crawford looked at it briefly, then squatted down beside the rest, wondering what all the fuss was."How do you
like it?".Genetic manipulation, especially cloning, has been much in the news recently, and in the essay below, Dr. Asimov takes up the subject
with his customary energy and intelligence. Imagine, if you will, one hundred Isaac Asimov clonesl.brilliant smile that dimpled her month and
eyes. Her hair was streaked with gray. She would be? Singh.". . . and I guess if you kept changing the batteries it would run forever. And it's nearly
polystyrene,.complicated network made of single strands of the webbing material. Singh's pressure gauge read 30.horizon until you can't tell one
from the other. Here on the stage, the crowd-mutter even sounds like the.experiments that can be conducted with the hope of more useful results if
the question of genetic variation.Selene punched the three-digit emergency number and asked for an ambulance.."Why, no-she's in Cleveland,
Tom.".She lowered her eyes. "My father remarried last month. He doesn't need me any longer. But a.haven't come up yet, or we haven't been smart
enough to recognize them. And the insulation isn't perfect.."About two months.1*.38, had committed suicide in an apartment court on Las Palmas.
(Detweiler hadn't gone very far. The.43.more thing that might be an animal. It was a flying creature, the size of a fruit fly, that managed to
glide."When we were bora," he said, and his eyes focused again, "we were joined at the back. But I grew."A week?" Nolan's voice rose. "I've got to
get back for the loading. I can't stay here that long!"."Don't I get a chance to rest?" asked Amos. "I have been climbing up and down mountains all
night.".took off her helmet. She was a large woman, in her thirties, with red hair shorn off close to the scalp..rope, then, and perhaps you can spare
a man to go with me. A rope is not much good if there is a person.joined them as they lay her on the bunk..I stood outside number seven suddenly
feeling like a teen-ager about to pick up his first date. I could.The door starts to swing back on noiseless hinges, and a breath of cold, unbelievably
cold air touches.Now I must get back to Zorphwar. Twenty more successful missions, and I move up to Sector Commandant!.after the initial
tragedy. He and his ship were here now only to explore..mean C. S. Lewis or J. R. R. Tolkien, about whom the most generous consensus of
mainstream critical.He blew a stream of smoke from pursed lips and tapped his cigarette on an alabaster ashtray. "Yes," he said..the rest of the
group, and then Moog Indigo slides into the last number with scarcely a pause. Jain turns."So?if you'd like an endorsement from me ... ?" She
reached into her back pocket, took out her.A: The Man Who Folded Himself.pipe from the rack on his desk..Perhaps they expected to see the
mirror glittering in the weeds and pebbles at the bottom of the pool;."In this mill, fine white flour is made. All unwholesome parts of the grain are
removed and certain.eliminate any conflict over taste hi furniture..I was sitting there, wondering how in hell I would find him, when the phone rang
again. Miss Tremaine stopped typing and lifted the receiver without breaking rhythm. "Mr. Mallory's office," she said crisply, really letting the
caller know he'd hooked onto an efficient organization. She put her hand over the mouthpiece and looked at me. "It's for you?an obscene phone
call." She didn't bat an eyelash or twitch a muscle..knob is dull from years of handling; it feels warm and a little greasy in your hand. The console
has a funny.Eli didn't see it that way. "Hell, Jake, they'll have to come through," he said. "We've got them right by the balls!"."And do not disturb
me till we get there,*1 said the skinny grey man. "I have had a bad day today and my head is killing me.".That night Amos again went to the brig.
No one had missed the jailor yet So there was no guard at.has fused into one huge tectonic slab of flesh..So Amos took off the prince's clothes and
the sailor took them to the brig and returned with Amos'."Really, what's that?"."You're right," said McKUlian. "I don't really know. But I have a
theory. Since these plants waste nothing, why not conserve then" bodies when they die? They sprouted from the ground; isn't it possible they could
withdraw when things start to get tough again? They'd leave spores behind them as they retreated, distributing them all through the soil. That way,
if the upper ones blew away or were sterilized by the ultraviolet, the ones just below them would still thrive when the right conditions returned.
When they reached the permafrost, they'd decompose into this organic slush we've postulated, and. . . well, it does get a little involved, doesn't it?"
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