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When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the
story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing
through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the
thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go?
Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against
their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came
without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he
caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom
the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse
with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the
Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I
said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech
God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most
extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present
when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have
heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.Now this learned man
had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win
to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was
enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that
she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my
wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the
other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly,
thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover
was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..I am content, for him I
love, to all abide, iii. 25..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin
and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their
separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would
have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves,
and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank
it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and
when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the
hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and
commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with
them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road,
when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned
him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the
captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the
caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As
time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his
treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the
youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Ox and the Ass.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had
thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE
DRAPER'S WIFE..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three,
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and
kindnesses kindness entail..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then
she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed
and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so
2014-conversations-with-ptaah.pdf
Page 1/9

2014 Conversations With Ptaah

arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the
fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out
[what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Next morning,
the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and
hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then
she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the
old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his
wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with
all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were
about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of
every upright man should with his speech agree..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term
betide..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii.
203..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.When King Shah
Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said,
Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the
youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my
grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the
traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice
and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune
lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me;
but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant
who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the
merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!"
answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and
said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and
glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on
columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all
manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed
it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of
alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the
folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of
parting and its bane..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he
answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man
said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose
and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Woman (The Old), the
Merchant and the King, i. 265..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother,
what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he
acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth
pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and
wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in
the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming
forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many
a melting wight, iii. 86..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning,
she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of
yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The
money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el
Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the
flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he
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had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem
profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself
and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and
sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will
sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and
left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou
sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it
abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Indeed, thou'st told the
tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and
entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him,
'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned
me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the
utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no
goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness
thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.The company marvelled at this story and the
tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir,
'What was that?' And he said,.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal
nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been
spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is
none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed
that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the
wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of
the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come
of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,
whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath
set.'.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of
Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went
round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the
officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the]
Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase
themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he
taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.The master
of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?"
Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou
seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying
him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78)
them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are
weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".EL HEJJAJ AND THE
THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the
land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great
ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57)
whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head
bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit
relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with
him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he
looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of
the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid
within our hearts' most secret core.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might
after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben
Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth
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Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.46. The
Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star
of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi
Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would
grow..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? a. The
Foolish Weaver clii.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties
reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat
over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers
for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a
stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was
with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.The
End..Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his
hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the
looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a
corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to
her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been
withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and
forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee
together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with
thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised
herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days'
space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and
she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down
at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he,
"[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after
which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So
he went away] and she slept and rested herself..He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all
manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed
and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages
and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered
them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in
Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the
damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the
night fell down..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my
spright..The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing
her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding
(203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for
the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and
mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of
gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden
of Eden. (206).What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full
moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him
to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and
said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will
not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not
do this ever.'.Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of
that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot
thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head,
marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them
and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he
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appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was
lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter
reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to
him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst
not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had
repented.'.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".? ? ? ? ?
Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..So they wrapped him in the
shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over
him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the
woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper,
'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he
should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house,
he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Then the king assembled his nobles and
commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail
to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which
God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that
this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to
his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from
destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk
and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that
night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair
and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.Then he took my
clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house
and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee
goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl
Taweddud ccccxxxvi.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Presently, the
princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired
and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is
come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most
High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying,
"By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she
improvised and recited the following verses:.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66)
[And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to
the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am
well-pleased with him." (68).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.?
? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.When Galen saw
what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and
drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,'
answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said
Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which
he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..60.
Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress
to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God
before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said
to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name
Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang
the following verses:.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many
troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants
shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender,
whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King,
2014-conversations-with-ptaah.pdf
Page 5/9

2014 Conversations With Ptaah

this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of
the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a
treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee
evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas
not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..When the evening evened, the king
bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king,
that.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay.
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